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ORIGINALS

ChessProblems.ca’s annual Informal Tourney
is open for series-movers of any type and with
any fairy conditions and pieces. Hors concours
compositions (any genre) are also welcome!
Send to: originals@chessproblems.ca.

2017 Judge: Paz Einat (ISR)
2017 Tourney Participants:
1. David Antonini (FRA)
2. Alberto Armeni (ITA)
3. Gyorgy Bakesi (HUN)
4. Erich Bartel (DEU)
5. Ivan Bryukhanov (UKR)
6. Janos Csak (HUN)
7. Bernard Delobel (FRA)
8. Oleg Diatlov (UKR)
9. Nicolas Dupont (FRA)
10. Jean-Christian Galli (FRA)
11. Jeff Coakley (CAN)
12. Jan Golha (SVK)
13. Emil Klemani¢ (SVK)
14. Vladimir Koci (CZE)
15. Branko Koludrovi¢ (HRV)
16. Vaclav Koté&Sovec (CZE)
17. Sébastien Luce (FRA)
18. Karol Miynka (SVK)
19. Vladislav Nefyodov (RUS)
20. Vito Rallo (ITA)
21. Paul Réican (ROV)
22. Manfred Rittirsch (DEU)
23. lvan Skoba (CZE)
24. George P. Sphicas (USA)
25. Adrian Storisteanu (CAN)
26. Jaroslav St (SVK)
27. Pierre Tritten (FRA)
. Arno Tiingler (DEV)
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2017 Informal Tourney

T352 T353

Branko Koludrovié¢ Branko Koludrovié¢
T351 Paul Raican Paul Raican
Arno Tiingler Arno Tiingler Arno Tiingler

Y
4
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//y//
//
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Z

ser-+ 43 C+ (2+6) ser-hsZal 257 C- (15+10) ser-hsZal 225 C- (13+11)
Circe Circe Circe

T351 (Arno Tiingler):
1.Kal-bl 11.Kb8-a8 12.b3x a4 23.Kblxa2[Sg8] 27.Kd3xd4[Bf8] 31.Kf7xf8 38.Kabxa5[Sh8] 39.Ka5xb4[Pb7] 43.a7xb8=S +

T352 (Branko Koludrovi¢, Paul Raican, Arno Tiingler):

1.c5-c4 2.Ra2xb2 3.Ka4-a3 5.Ra4-b4 7.Ka4-ab5 9.Ra4-a2 11.Ka4-a3 13.Ra4-b4 18.Kb7xc7[Pc2] 23.Ka4-a3 25.Ra4-a6 27.Kas-
ab 29.Ra4-b4 35.Kcl-dl 36.d6xeb 42.Kad-ab 44.Ra4-a2 46.Ka4-a3 48.Rad-b4 55.Kd6xe7[Pe2] 62.Ka4-a3 64.Rad-ab 66.Ka4-ab
68.Ra4-b4 76.Kelxf2 84.Kad-a5 86.Ra4-a2 88.Ka4-a3 90.Rad-b4 99.Kf7xg7[Bcl] 108.Ka4-a3 110.Ra4-a6 112.Ka4-a5 114.Ra4d-
b4 119.Kblxcl 124.Ka4-ab 126.Ra4-a2 128.Ka4-a3 130.Ra4-b4 142.Kg5xh4[Sgl] 154.Ka4-a3 156.Ra4-a6 158.Kad-a5 160.Ra4-b4
169.Kf2xgl 178.Ka4-ab 180.Ra4-a2 182.Ka4-a3 184.Ra4-b4 197.Kh4xh3 210.Ka4-a3 212.Ra4-a6 214.Kad-ab 216.Ra4-b4
224 Kelxf1[Sb1] 228.Kc1xbl 232.Ka4-a5 234.Ra4-a2 236.Ka4-a3 238.Ra4-b4 243.Kb7xa8[Rh1] 248.Ka4-a3 250.Ra4-a6 252.Ka4-
ab 254.Ra4-b4 257.Ka3-a2 & 1.Rh1xal[Bf8]+ Ka2xal z

T353 (Branko Koludrovi¢, Paul Raican, Arno Tiingler):

1.b7xc6[Pc2] 2.Ka2-b1 3.Ra5-a2 7.a3xb2 8.Ra2-a6 12.Ka4-ab 14.Ra4-a2 16.Ka4-a3 18.Ra4-b4 25.Kd7xe7[Pe2] 32.Ka4-a3 34.Ra4-
ab 36.Ka4-a5 38.Ra4-b4 46.Kelxf2 54.Ka4-a5 56.Ra4-a2 58.Ka4-a3 60.Rad-b4 69.Kf7xg7[Bcl] 78.Ka4-a3 80.Ra4-a6 82.Ka4-ab
84.Ra4-b4 89.Kblxcl 94.Ka4-a5 96.Ra4-a2 98.Ka4-a3 100.Ra4-b4 112.Kg5xh4[Sgl] 124.Kad-a3 126.Ra4-a6 128.Ka4-a5 130.Ra4-
b4 139.Kf2xgl 148.Ka4-ab5 150.Ra4-a2 152.Ka4-a3 154.Ra4-b4 167.Kh4xh3 180.Ka4-a3 182.Ra4-a6 184.Kad-ab 186.Rad-b4
194.Kelxf1[Sb1] 198.Kclx bl 202.Ka4-a5 204.Ra4-a2 206.Ka4-a3 208.Ra4-b4 213.Kb7xa8[Rh1] 218.Ka4-a3 220.Ra4-a6 222.Ka4d-
ab 224.Ra4-b4 225.Kab5-a4 & 1.Rh1xal[Bfg]+ b2xal z
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ORIGINALS

T351: New length record for 8 units and
these conditions starting with white king

march from corner to corner and almost back.
(Author)

T352: New overall Circe record for this
stipulation with promoted force. It cannot be
fully tested but with a black Berolina pawn
on a7 it is C+. (Authors)

T353: New overall Circe record for this
stipulation with normal force. It cannot be
fully tested but with a black Berolina pawn
on a7 it is C+. Probably one of the longest
series-movers  without promoted pieces!
(Authors)

T354: Moves visualization:

25
20
15
10
5

T356: Selfblock, underpromotion, bishop

does everything. (Author)
T357: Switchback, selfblock,
underpromotion, Umnov pursuit.  (Author)

Maove number

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |

December 2017

T354

Sébastien Luce

Pierre Trittten T355 T356 T357
Dedicated to Chris Feather Vladislav Nefyodov Vito Rallo Vito Rallo

ser-# 29
AntiNewKoko

C+ (1+13) ser-h# 8"
2 Solutions

C+ (9+2) ser-h# 14 C+ (6+45) ser-h# 9 C+ (4+5)

T354 (Sébastien Luce, Pierre Trittten):
1.g8=S 2.5f6 3.5e8 4.5xc7 5.5e8 6.5d6 7.5c8 8.S5a7 9.5c8 10.Sb6 11.S5xa8 12.5¢7 13.5a6 14.Sc5 15.5b3 16.S5c5 17.5d3 18.Sxf2
19.5d3 20.Se5 21.Sxc6 22.S5e5 23.Sc4 24.5e3 25.5xfb 26.5e3 27.5¢c2 28.Sxel 29.5xf3 #

T355 (Vladislav Nefyodov):

1...Sc7#, 1...Bc4#

1l.cxb5 2.bxa4 3.a3 4.a2 5.a1=S 6.5c2 7.5d4 8.Sc6 Bc4 #
1.c5 2.c4 3.cxd3 4.d2 5.d1=B 6.Bh5 7.Be8 8.Bc6 Sc7 #

T356 (Vito Rallo):
1.Bbl-a2 2.Ba2-e6 3.Be6xf5 4.Bfoxg4 5.Bgdxhb 6.Bh5-f3 7.h6-h5 8.h5-h4 9.h4-h3 10.h3-h2 11.h2-h1=S 12.Sh1xf2 13.Ke4-e3
14.5f2-e4 Sd4-f5 #

T357 (Vito Rallo):
1.Ba5-b6 2.Bb6xd4 3.Bd4-b6 4.d5-d4 5.d4-d3 6.d3-d2 7.d2-d1=B 8.Bd1-f3 9.Bf3-b7 Sd7-b8 #
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T358: Switchback of kangaroo d6. (Author)
Moves visualizations:

a0
1%
10
e

y.lram

-
.
.
M :
| K
H:

T359: C+ VKComposer. (Author)

T361: Long grasshopper and moose
rundlaufs, in order to reach the final stalemate
position where the taboo grasshopper cannot
be captured. (Author)

Mave number
En
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T358 T359 T360 T361
Vaclav KotéSovec Vaclav Kotésovec Erich Bartel Sébastien Luce

ser-== 30 C+ (443) ser-h# 34
Madrasi Rex Inclusiv
m = Grasshopper

= Kangaroo

C+ (246) ser-h# 10
Couscous Circe
Black Follow My Leader

C+ (2+7) ser-= 30 C+ (243)
MR = Taboo Grasshopper
IE = Moose

= Kangaroo 3

T358 (Vaclav Kot&sovec):
1.KAc7 2.KAf4 3.KAg3 4.Gg2 5.Gd5 6.Gf7 7.KAf8 8.Gf4 9.Gd6 10.KAc7 11.KAf4 12.Gf6 13.Gd4 14.KAc4 15.Gf6 16.KAf4 17.KAb4
18.Gd4 19.KAf4 20.Ga4 21.Gc4 22.Gf7 23.KAf8 24.Gf4 25.Gd6 26.Ga3 27.Gc5 28.KAa3 29.KAd6 30.KAe7 ==

T359 (Vaclav Koté&sovec):

1.Rh4 2.Re4 3.K3c6 4.K3b7 5.K3f3 6.Rf4 7.K3f6 8.Rg4 9.Rg2 10.K3h1 11.Rf2 12.K3f1 13.Re2 14.Rel 15.K3cl 16.K3gl 17.K3h1
18.Re2 19.Rf2 20.K3f6 21.Rb2 22.Rb7 23.K3a8 24.K3g2 25.Rf7 26.K3f8 27.K3f4 28.Rg7 29.Rg3 30.Kg4 31.K3gh 32.K3gb6 33.Kf5
34.Rgd e4 #

T360 (Erich Bartel):
1.a2-al=Q 2.a3-a2 3.Qal-el 4.a2-al=B 5.Qel xe7[+wPd8=Q] 6.c2-c1=R 7.c3-c2 8.Rc1-f1 9.c2-c1=S 10.Rf1-f5
Qd8xe7[+bQd1] #

T361 (Sébastien Luce):

1.TGab 2.TGch 3.ELd6 4.TGe7 5.ELf7 6. TGg7 7.ELal 8.ELxh7 9.ELf6 10.TGe5 11.ELe4 12.ELd6 13.TGc7 14.ELc8 15.ELb6
16.TGab 17.ELa4 18.ELbl 19.ELa3 20.TGxa2 21.TGa4 22.ELb5 23.TGcb6 24.ELd6 25.TGeb 26.ELf7 27.ELeb 28.TGe4 29.ELf3
30.TGg2 =
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T362: Four mates given by Q, R, B, S.
(Author)

White Sting Chess: Only one time during the
solution, white can place on an empty square
a piece of the same nature as the last black
piece which moved. A pawn cannot be placed
on the first and last ranks.

T363: Grotesque full army massacre with
ideal mate. Good old-fashioned direct series-
mate. An exercise in king control.  (Author)

T364: The longest 'minimax’ series problem.
Until now the longest (and most artistic)
problem was Unto Heinonen's ser-s=120 (see
CPBS). (Author)

T365: Inspired by J. Rotenberg's elegant
ser-h=29 tanagra (white Kf3, Se4, black Kh4,
Ph5, Central Chess — R27 p.3433, Phénix 47
(Dec. 1996)). (Author)

Central Chess: A King can play. Any other
piece cannot play unless it is controled by a
piece which can play.

T343: In relation to T343, Joost de Heer
points out his ser-h=16, Commendation,
StrateGems 2003 (P1242236 in PDB).
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T362
Sébastien Luce T365
Dedicated to Christian Poisson 1363 T364 Sébastien Luce

and Pierre Tritten Jeff Coakley Branko Koludrovié Dedicated to Jacques Rotenberg

ser-h# 5
White Sting Chess
4 Solutions

C+ (0+11) ser-# 62 C+ (3416) ser-s= 123

Black Maximummer

C+ (4+12) ser-h= 71
Central Chess

C+ (1046)

White Minimummer

T362 (Sébastien Luce):

1) 1.Ke5 2.Kf6 3.Kgb 4.Kh7 5.Qg8 +Qh5 #

1) 1.Kc4 2.Kb3 3.Ka2 4.Kal 5.Ra2 +Rcl #
1) 1.Ke4 2.Kf3 3.Kg2 4.Kh1 5.Bgl +Bf3 #
V) 1.Kd6 2.Kc7 3.Kb8 4.Ka8 5.5b8 +Sc7 #

T363 (Jeff Coakley):
1.Kxgl 11.Kxa7 12.Kxab 13.Kxb7 24.Kxel 29.Kxf3 35.Kxd1 37.Kxbl 38.Kxa2 39.Kxb3 41.Kxcl 44 Kxf4 51.Kxab 52.Kbb
56.a8=R 57.Rxg8 58.Rxg7 59.Re7 61.g8=R 62.Rd8 #

T364 (Branko Koludrovi¢):

1.Ke3 2.g3 3.g4 4.g5 5.g6 6.g7 7.g8=R 8.Rg7 9.Rg6 10.Rg5 11.Rg4 12.Rg3 13.Rg2 14.Rxgl 15.Rf1 16.Rel 17.Rd1 18.Rcl 19.Rb1
20.Ral 21.Ra2 22.Ra3 23.Ra4 24.Rxab 25.Ra4 26.Ra3 27.Ra2 28.Ral 29.Rb1l 30.Rcl 31.Rd1 32.Rd2 33.Rxd3 34.Rd2 35.Ke2
36.Kel 37.Re2 38.Rf2 30.Kf1 40.Kgl 41.Rg2 42.Kh1 43.Kh2 44.Kh3 45.Rg3 46.Rg4 47.Rg5 48.Kh4 49.Kh5 50.Rg6 51.Rg7 52.Rf7
53.Re7 54.Rd7 55.Rxc7 56.Rd7 57.Re7 58.Rf7 59.Rg7 60.Rgb 61.Kh6 62.Kh7 63.Rg7 64.Kh8 65.Kg8 66.Rf7 67.Kf8 68.Ke8 69.Re7
70.Kd8 71.Kc8 72.Kxb8 73.Kxa8 74.Kb8 75.Kc8 76.Kd8 77.Ke8 78.Rf7 79.Kf8 80.Kg8 81.Rg7 82.Kh8 83.Kh7 84.Rgb6 85.Kh6
86.Kh5 87.Rgb 88.Kh4 89.Kg4 90.Rf5 91.Kf4 92.Ke4 93.Re5 94.Rd5 95.Rxc5 96.Rd5 97.Reb 98.Kd4 99.Kc4 100.Kxb4 101.Kc4
102.Kd4 103.Ke4 104.Rf5 105.Kf4 106.Kg4 107.Rg5 108.Kh4 109.Kh5 110.Rgb 111.Kh6 112.Kh7 113.Rg7 114.Kh8 115.Kg8 116.Rf7
117.Kf8 118.Ke8 119.Re7 120.Kd8 121.Kc8 122.Rd7 123.Rd6+ Qxdb6 =

T365 (Luce, Sébastien):
1.Keb6 2.Kfb 3.Kgb 4.Kh7 5.Kg8 24.Kxh4 45.Kgb 46.h4 47.Khb 48.h3 49.Kh4 50.h2 51.Kh5 52.Kgb 70.Kgl 71.Khl Kf2 =
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HC193: New length record for 5 units and
these conditions. (Author)

HC194: New length record for 4 units and
these conditions. Before there were only 10
moves (PDB P1233045) (Author)

HC195: New length record for 13 units and
these conditions, one move more than before.
(Author)

HC196: New length record for 17 units and
these conditions. (Authors)

Hors Concours

HC196
Branko Koludrovié
Arno Tiingler

HC193 HC194 HC195
Arno Tiingler Arno Tiingler Arno Tiingler
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ser-+ 17 C+ (243)ser-+ 11 C+ (2+42)ser-0-0 29 C+ (5+48)ser-+ 123
Circe Circe Circe

C+ (3+14)

HC193 (Arno Tiingler):
1.Kh8-h7 4.Kh5xh4[Ph7] 7.Kh6xh7 12.Kh3x g2[Ra8] 17.h7-h8=S +

HC194 (Arno Tiingler):
1.Ka3-a4 5.Ka7-a8 6.a2xb3 11.b7-b8=S +

HC195 (Arno Tiingler):
1.Be2-f1 13.Ba2xbl 27.Be2xd1 28.Bd1-e2 29.0-0-0

HC196 (Branko Koludrovi¢, Arno Tiingler):
1.Kb3-a4 3.Ka5xb6[Rh8] 13.Kflxgl[Bf8] 27.Kc8-d8 28.g2xh3 46.Kgbxgb[+bBc8] 63.Kb8xc8 79.Kg4xf5[+bSg8] 98.Ke8x 8
107.Ka4 xa3[Pa7] 118.Ke6xd6[Pd7] 119.Kd6xc5[Pc7] 121.d6xc7 122.c7-c8=Q 123.Qc8xd7 +
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HC197: Glasgow Chess: Pawns are promoted
on their seventh (white) or second (black)
rank instead of the eighth or first. See Quartz
TT11 - http://quartz.chessproblems.ca/

HC198: Ornamental problem (“L"), evoked
by my good friend Ludovit Lehen, who died
three years ago. See the similarity with T350
(CPB12)

Square €6 is empty and available to the black
pawn, knight, rook and king. Which of them
could play? With black bishop at e7, the
solution would be trivial (1.Rd6-e6 2.Be7-d6
Sb6xd7 #).

Solution A is, however, many times longer.
Black must promote his pawn to be prepared
for checkmate (48.Se6-d4 49.Rd6-e6 50.Be5-
d6 Sb6]xd5 #).

Solution B is longer and black king and pawn
(promoted to bishop) return to their initial
squares. The sequence of moves from 15
to 47 is the same, but other moves and the
checkmate are different. (Author)

HC199: C+ WinChloe.

HC199
HC197 Branko Koludrovi¢
Paul Raican HC198 Paul Raican
(After G. Donati) lvan Skoba Arno Tijngler
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PG 13 ser-h# 50 C+ (2+13) ser-sF 159 C+ (14+16)
Glasgow Chess b) Ad4a— 37 ser-h# 62 Vertical Mirror Circe

@® — Hole

HC197 (Paul Raican):
1.5f3 c6 2.Se5 Qa5 3.5xd7 Sxd7 4.5c3 Sh6 5.d4 Bf5 6.d5 e6 7.d6 Be7 8.d7=R! Bg5 9.Rd2 Ke7 10.Sb5 Kf6 11.Sd4 Se7 12.5f3
Rhb8 13.Sg1 Qxd2+

HC198 (lvan Skoba):

a) 1.5d4-e6 2.Keb-d4 3.Red-e5 4.Re3-e4 5.Kd4-e3 6.5e6-d4 7.e7-e6 8.Rd7-e7 9.Rd6-d7 10.Rd5-d6 11.Re5-d5 12.e6-e5 13.5d4-e6
14.Re4-d4 15.e5-e4 16.Rd5-e5 17.Rd4-d5 18.Rd3-d4 19.Qd2-d3 20.Re2-d2 21.Ke3-e2 22.e4-e3 23.Qd3-e4 24.Rd2-d3 25.Rd1-d2
26.Ke2-d1 27.e3-e2 28.Rd3-e3 29.Sel-d3 30.e2-e1=B 31.Rd2-e2 32.Bel-d2 33.Sd3-el 34.Re3-d3 35.Bd2-e3 36.Re2-d2 37.Kd1l-e2
38.Rd2-d1 39.Rd3-d2 40.Rd4-d3 41.Be3-d4 42.Ke2-e3 43.Rd2-e2 44.Rd3-d2 45.Qe4-d3 46.Re5-e4 47.Bd4-eb 48.5e6-d4 49.Rd6-e6
50.Be5-d6 Sb6xd5 #

b) 1.e7-e6 2.Rd7-e7 3.Rd6-d7 4.Rd5-d6 5.Rd4-d5 6.Red-d4 7.Ke5-e4 8.e6-e5 9.Rd6-e6 10.Rd5-d6 11.Rd4-d5 12.Rd3-d4 13.Re3-
d3 14.Ke4-e3 15.e5-e4 16.Rd5-e5 17.Rd4-d5 18.Rd3-d4 19.Qd2-d3 20.Re2-d2 21.Ke3-e2 22.e4-e3 23.Qd3-e4 24.Rd2-d3 25.Rd1-d2
26.Ke2-d1 27.e3-e2 28.Rd3-e3 29.5el-d3 30.e2-e1=B 31.Rd2-e2 32.Bel-d2 33.5d3-el 34.Re3-d3 35.Bd2-e3 36.Re2-d2 37.Kdl-e2
38.Rd2-d1 39.Rd3-d2 40.Rd4-d3 41.Be3-d4 42.Ke2-e3 43.Rd2-e2 44.Rd3-d2 45.Qe4-d3 46.Re5-e4 47.Bd4-eb 48.Rd5-d4 49.Rd6-d5
50.Beb-d6 51.Reb-e5 52.Re7-e6 53.Bd6-e7 54.Rd5-d6 55.Rd4-d5 56.Ke3-d4 57.Red-e3 58.Reb-e4 59.Kd4-e5 60.Rd5-d4 61.Rd6-d5
62.Be7-d6 Sb6xd7 #

HC199 (Branko Koludrovi¢, Paul Raican, Arno Tiingler):

1.Kb6 2.Ra5 4.axb5[+Bf8] 5.Ral 9.Ka2 11.Ra5 13.Ka4 15.Rb3 18.Kal 19.Ba2 23.Kxel 27.Kal 28.Bbl 31.Ka4 33.Ral 35.Ka2
37.Rb3 45.Kxf7 47.Kxgh 56.Ka2 58.Rab 60.Ka4 62.Rb3 65.Kal 66.Ba2 72.Kxgl 78.Kal 79.Bbl 82.Ka4 84.Ral 86.Ka2 88.Rb3
99.Kxh3[+Rh8] 110.Ka2 112.Ra5 114.Ka4 116.Rb3 119.Kal 120.Ba2 127.Kxhl 134.Kal 135.Bbl 138.Ka4 140.Ral 142.Ka2
144 Rb3 155.Kxf3[+c7] 156.Kg2 157.f4 158.Kh2 159.Se3+ Sxe3 F
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HC200: Moves visualizations:
Aa + Ab

D YA

Ba 4+ Bb

Moves animations:
4x1: https://goo.gl/yoyE9u
1x4: https://goo.gl/HvHt6e
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HC201
HC200 Jean-Christian Galli HC202
Adrian Storisteanu Paul Raican Gyorgy Bakcsi

ez

ser-=24  Circe C+ (1+2) ser-F 32 C+ (2+5)
b) b1—hl Vertical Mirror Circe White Must Capture

A) W = 1,6 Leaper
B) S = 2,5 Leaper

HC200 (Adrian Storisteanu):

Aa) 1.16b1-h2 2.16h2-b3 3.16b3-h4 4.16h4-b5 5.16b5-h6 6.16h6xb7[+b16b1] 7.16b7-c1 8.16c1-d7 9.16d7-el 10.16el-f7 11.16f7-
gl 12.16g1xh7[+b16h1] 13.16h7-b6 14.16b6-h5 15.16h5-b4 16.16b4-h3 17.16h3-b2 18.16b2xh1 19.16h1-g7 20.16g7-f1 21.16f1-e7
22.16e7-d1 23.16d1-c7 24.16c7xbl =

Ab) 1.16h1-b2 2.16b2-h3 3.16h3-b4 4.16b4-h5 5.16h5-b6 6.16b6xh7[+bl6h1] 7.16h7-gl 8.16gl-f7 9.16f7-el 10.16el-d7 11.16d7-
cl 12.16c1xb7[+b16b1] 13.16b7-h6 14.16h6-b5 15.16b5-h4 16.16h4-b3 17.16b3-h2 18.16h2x bl 19.16b1-c7 20.16c7-d1 21.16d1-e7
22.16e7-f1 23.16f1-g7 24.16g7xhl =

Ba) 1.25b1-d6 2.25d6-f1 3.25f1-h6 4.25h6-c4 5.25c4-h2 6.25h2-f7 7.25f7-d2 8.25d2xb7[+b25b1] 9.25b7-g5 10.25g5-b3 11.25b3-
gl 12.25g1-e6 13.25e6-c1 14.25c1-h3 15.25h3-c5 16.25c5xh7[+b25h1] 17.25h7-f2 18.25f2-a4 19.25a4-f6 20.25f6xh1 21.25h1-c3
22.25¢3-e8 23.25e8-g3 24.25g3xbl =

Bb) 1.25h1-f6 2.25f6-a4 3.25a4-f2 4.25f2xh7[+b25h1] 5.25h7-c5 6.25c5-h3 7.25h3-c1 8.25cl-e6 9.25e6-gl 10.25g1-b3 11.25b3-
g5 12.25g5xb7[+b25b1] 13.25b7-d2 14.25d2-f7 15.25f7-h2 16.25h2-c4 17.25c4-h6 18.25h6-f1 19.25f1-d6 20.25d6x bl 21.25b1-g3
22.25g3-e8 23.25e8-c3 24.25c3xhl =

HC201 (Jean-Christian Galli, Paul Raican):
1.Ke8 2.Kd8 3.Kc8 4.Kb7 5.Kcb 6.Kd5 7.Kd4 8.Ke3 9.Ke2 10.Kf1 11.Kg2 12.Kg3 13.Kh4 14.Kxh5(Bf8) 15.Kh4 16.Kg3 17.Kg2
18.Kf1 19.Ke2 20.Ke3 21.Kd4 22.Kd5 23.Kcb 24.Kb7 25.Kc8 26.Kd8 27.Ke8 28.Kxf7(Rh8) 29.Ke8 30.Kd7 31.c8=Q 32.Qc2 F

HC202 (Gyorgy Bakcsi):
1.c4-c3 Sa8xc7 2.c3-c2 Sc7xb5 3.c2-c1=R Sb5xd6 4.Rcl-h1l Sd6xf7 5.Rh1-h8 Sf7xh8 =
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ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 2016, Series-Movers

Award by Hans Gruber (D-Regensburg)
International Judge of the FIDE

List of participating problems
Issue 8, IV /2016 T271-T282, SR14-SR17, GR2-GR13, RB1-RB10, SX-8 [39]

Issue 9, VIII/2016 T283-T302, GR14-GR32 (including GR26a), G2, G5, G6,
G11, G12, G14-G20, RB11-RB17, RK13 [60]

Issue 10, XII/2016 T303-T318, TEP5-TEP7, TEP9-TEP15, LLR1-LLR14,
RB-18-RB-29, HM-7, HM-15, HM-30, HM-35, HM-36, HSM-37, LB-2-LB-4
[61]

This is an excellent total of 39+60+61=160 problems. Some series-movers
deliberately were published in the “Hors Concours” section, because their authors
asked, for various reasons, not to have them included (and judged) in the informal
tourney.

Among the problems there were some large sets of rather uniform compositions.
In judging them, I faced the difficulty to filter those problems which stood out
from the others and had particular esprit. For example, I like the basic idea of
showing long series of captures of a white Locust, using either PWC or Enemy
Sentinels. This idea is original, amusing, and surprising — but the novelty effect
quickly blows out, if you meet it in hundreds of captures in dozens of problems.
The judge’s task, then, is to find out whether (and why!) some examples are
more memorable than others. It turns out that many solutions show “just sound
move sequences” that obviously were detected by computers ... The judge has
to be able to elaborate (in his or her verbal description) the essence and depth of
the idea. (I am not a strong supporter of plain geometrical patterns, for example
when the pieces form the shape of a heart in the diagrammed position.)

I can easily put myself in the position of a composer who perceives a kind of
thrill when a new length record is achieved. Judging length records is difficult.
Frequently records show small — but quite mindful! — modifications of a previous

record, use well-known constellations, move sequence patterns, (Circe family)
rebirths, etc. In some areas, length records are specified according to the number
of pieces, or according to specific stipulations or conditions. Such length records
offer much more interest for composers than for solvers or judges (e.g. the new
“length record for Circe series-helpself-square xy problems with 6 pieces”). It is in
particular difficult to break records in areas which already have been intensively
investigated. On the other side, the overall originality of such problems tends to
be quite small, and some extra merits are needed in order to justify including
such problems in the award.

Some composers obviously enjoyed playing with fairy chess effects — I admit that
I enjoy a lot the fun provided by such problems. These problems are worth to
be published, but they rarely qualify for the award. It is surprising that only
a small percentage of series-movers showed strategic effects, although it is well-
known since decades that the series-mover offers much strategic potential (see, for
example, the 1971 booklet The Series-Helpmate by John M. Rice and Anthony
Dickins).

In the area of series-movers, the usage of the computer seems to be much less
promising than in other areas. The nature of the series-mover, which forgoes the
interplay (or counterplay) of both sides, obviously makes it more challenging to
find interesting settings just by experimenting with the computer. Only rarely,
subtle strategies or ideas emerge from trial and error. The problems mentioned
in this award, however, show that nevertheless there still are plenty of good ideas
to be found in the series-mover.

One particular move deserves attention: 18.Gxe6 [Pe7] in G18, CPB9,
August 2016. It may be discussed whether (or: under which conditions) this
move is playable. There are contradictory interpretations of the priority of
conditions: does the Circe rebirth on e7 prioritize the Sentinels birth on g4 — or is
it the other way round? The Sentinels limitation of eight pawns per side disallows
that both (re)births are played — it is a “religious dogma” whether “birth” or
“rebirth” are more valuable... Obviously WinChloe prioritizes the Circe rebirth
over the Sentinels birth. I agree with this prioritization, but nevertheless advocate
that this should explicitly be mentioned below the diagram, because there is some
reason to advance the opposite view.
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15t Prize: G12 (Adrian Storisteanu)

1.GhT-Gal 2.Ga7 8.Ge7 4.GbT—Ge7 5.Gd7 6.Gdl 7.Gal+~Gdl 8.Gel
9.Gel 10.Ged 11.Gd2>Ge3 12.Gf4 13.GeTGf4 14.Gg3 15.Gff+> Gg3 16.Gh2
17.Ge3<Gh2 18.Gh3 19.Gh1 20.Gh2<Ghl 21.Gf} 22.Gg3<Gf) 23.Ged
24.GffjGes5 25.Gd6  26.Ge5+Gd6  27.Ge7 28.Gd1Gce7 29.Gd7 30.Gb7
31.Gd6+ Gb7 32.Gb8 33.GcT» GbS 34.Ga7 35.Ghil+ GaT#

The sheer amount of Messigny Chess changes (15!!) is amazing and amusing. The
weak Grasshopper thus gets an enormous mobility. After a long journey through
the chicanes the black Gb7 returns to its home place (b7-c7-f4-g3-f4-e5-d6-b7).
Certainly a computer find, but a most entertaining one!

27d Prize: LB-3 (Arno Tiingler)

1.Kxc/ [Qd8] 4.Kxb7 [Ra8] 8.Kxa3 [Pa7] 10.Kxcl [Rh8] 12.Kxal [Sb8]
14.Kxb3 [Pb7] 16.Kxd3 [Pd7] 17.Kxc2 [Pc7] 20.Kxa5 [BfS] 26.Kxf1 [Sg8]
28.Kxhl [Bc8] 35.Kxe8 [Pe7] 36.Kxf3 [Pf1] 37.Kxg3 [Pq7] 39.Kxh5 [Ph7]
41.Kqg3 45.hxg7%

The task is only to capture any of the black pieces twice. It is bewildering that all
15 black pieces (except the king) have to be captured and reborn on their initial
game array squares, before one of them is captured for the second time. Only for
the final action is the white pawn coming to life — I like the intention to maximize
the number of moves more than (as in the commended LB-4, see below) the idea
to minimize the number, but only because the king acts as a soloist.

3'd Prize: G6 (Vaclav Kotésovec)

1.Ga8 2.Ga4 3.Gad 4.Gab 5.Ga7 6.Ga8 7.Ge8 8.Gc8 9.RGbHS 10.Ga8 11.Gab
12.Ga5 13.Ga4 14.Ga3 15.Ga2 16.Gal 17.Gg7 18.Ge5 19.RGf4 20.RGd6
21.RGg6 22.RGe6 23.RGe4 24.Ge3 25.RGe2 26.Gf2 27.RGg2 28.Gd4 29.Gg7
30.Ge5 31.Ge2 32.RGd2 33.Gc2 34.RGb2 35.RGq7T!=

Elegant and slender: systematic Grasshopper staircases. The usage of the corridor
{6 is most subtle.

15t Honourable Mention: HM-36 (Branko Koludrovié¢ & Jan Golha)
1.Ka8 11.Kxh5 [Ph2] 12.Kxh6 13.Kg5 14.h5 20.Kx d7 [Bf1] 29.Kxh2 31.Kxf1
46.Kxb5 65.Kxb3 [Sb1] 85.Kxc5 [Pc2] 104.Kxc2 124.Kxdj [Ral] 142.Kb7
Sd6#

This new overall record for Circe ser-h# without promoted force is a remarkable
achievement. A pity that the mate is not Circe specific.
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274 Honourable Mention: SR16 (Cornel Pacurar)

-1.Kg4-f4 -2.Kf3x Sq4 [+wSb1, -wQbl] & 1.Ke2 Qd1#

-1.Kej-f} -2.Kf3x Se/ [+wSb1, -wQbl] & 1.Kg2 Qhl#

-1.Bg6x Sb1 [+wSb1, -bBb1] -2.Bd3x Sg6 [+wSb1, -wQbl] & 1.Ke4 Qxd3 [Bc8]#
-1.Bf5x Sb1 [+wSb1, -bBb1] -2.Bh3x Sf5 [+wSbl, -wQbl] & 1.Kg4 Qef#

A rich and diversified retractor. The four solutions (without twinning) present
three echoes (plus a completely different solution), but from a different perspective
a complex of 2x2 solutions can be found, taking the retracting pieces into account.
A pity that the mates are not Circe Assassin specific.

34 Honourable Mention: T316 (Jaroslav Sttin)

1.e3+ Kxd3 2.Kc5 [Pej]+ Kxef S.Kbj [Pf5]+ Kxf5 4.Kc3 [Pe6]+ Kf6
b.exd5=S+ c¢xd5=S [Pc4]+ 6.Kxcj [Sd4] 7.S5xc6=B [Pd2] 8.Kxd5 [PbS]
9.Be8=S [Sb3]+ Kf5 10.8d6=P dx e3=S#

Rich, entertaining, adventurous, full of fairy effects. The systematic walks of the
kings permit in a Contra Parrain Circe specific way to play parry moves.

4*" Honourable Mention: T294 (Sébastien Luce)

1.¢6 2.¢5 3.¢4 4.¢3 5.¢2 6.c1=0Q 7.Qe3 8.Qeb 9.Qe4 10.Qb1 11.Qb8 12.Qb6 13.b5
14.Qb4 15.03 16.Qb2 17.01=S 18.Qf6 19.Qd4 20.Qd1 21.Qal 22.Qcl 23.Qc3
24.5d5 25.Qf6 26.5h7T 27.Kg8 28.5d5 29.Qd4 30.Qd6 31.Qf4 32.Sh3 33.Qcl
34.Qc3 35.Qf6 Kg7=

The cumbersome Hopper family unexpectedly springs to life — an entertaining
story.

5t8 Honourable Mention: G20 (Sébastien Luce)

1.Gal 2.Ge3 3.Gal [Pc3] 4.Ga3 5.Gel [Pa3] 6.Ge4 7.Ge2 [Pef] 8.Gxa2 [Pc2]
9.Gd5 [Pa2] 10.Gb3 [Pd5] 11.Gd3 [Pb3] 12.Gb5 13.Ge5 14.Ge5 15.Gxc3 [Pch]
16.Gx a8 [Pc3] 17.Gd6 18.Gd4 19.Gxb2 [Pd4] 20.Gbs 21.Gd6 22.Gx d4 [Pd6]
23.Gb6 24.Ge6 25.Gxc4 [Pe6] 26.Gxc2 [Pc4] 27.Ga4 28.Gd4 29.Gxd6 [Pdj]
30.Gf6 31.Gxc3 [Pf6] 32.Ge5 33.Ge7 34.Ggs 35.Gxc5 [Pg5] 36.GeS 37.Gh6
38.Gxe6 [Ph6] 39.Gg6 40.Gg4 41.Gxc4 [Pg4] 42.Gef 43.Gh4 44.GXf6 [Ph4]
45.Ge8 46.Geb5# (46.— Kg6 [Ph5!]%7?)

A touch of systematic manoeuvres. A pity that some unused pawns remain on
the board, but luckily there is a Sentinels specific effect in the mate.
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Commendations (without ranking, in order of publication)

Commendation: T272 (Alberto Armeni)

1.Rf4 2.Rc6+ Bxe4-d6 3.Bf5+ Kxf5-c2 4.Rd4 Sx c6-b6#
1.Rc6+ Sxcb6-a6 2.5f6 3.Rg3+ KX [f6-e4 4.Rc3 Bxh3-e6#
Nice orthogonal-diagonal transformation.

Commendation: T284 (Eric Huber)

a) 1.Kxf5 2.Bbj=S [Pc2] 3.Sxc2=B 4.Kg5 [Pd2] 5.Sxd2=B 6.Kgj [Pdl]
7.Bxd1=R 8.Kf} [Pc1] 9.Bx cl=R#

b) 1.8xf5=B 2.Kq7 [Pf6] 3.Bxf6=R {.Kf7 [Pe6] 5.Rx e6=Q 6.Ke7 [Pd6] 7.Kx d6
8.Qe3=R [Pd3] 9.Rx d3=Q#

The white king is a smart leader in this adventurous fairy story.

Commendation: T286 (Karol Mlynka)

a) 1.Ka4 2.Bc6=S+ Bxc6=R 3.Kb5 [Sd7]+ Kc7 4.5b6=P 5.Ka6 Rxb6=0Q#

b) 1.Bxb7=R+ Kc8 [Bc7]+ 2.Ka6 3.Ra7=B /.Bb6=S+ Bxb6=R+ 5.Ka7 [Sb7]
Rxb7T=0Q#

Chameleon echo, good twinning. I would like to see a bit more Parrain Circe
effects.

Commendation: G2 (Sébastien Luce & Adrian Storisteanu)

a) 1.Gd7 2.Ge7 3.Gf7 4.Ge8 5.Ge6 6.Gd6 7.Gc5 8.Gbj 9.Ga3 10.Gb1 11.Gb3
12.Ga2#

b) 1.Gc7 2.Gb1 3.Gh7 4.Gh5 5.Gh4 6.Gh8 7.Gh2 8.Gh1 9.Ga2 10.Gc2 11.Gcl
12.GeS#

Funny revelry. It is astonishing that completely different mates result from this
easy position.

Commendation: T307 (Arno Tiingler)

1.Ka3 6.Ka8 7.Ba7 18.Kxh3 [Pa2] 29.Ka8 30.Bb8 36.Kxa2 [Ph2] }2.Ka8
48.Ba7 57.Kxel [Rh1] 71.Ka8 72.Bb8 79.Kxal 86.Ka8 87.Ba7 100.Kxf1 [Sql]
102.Kxh1 [Ral] 103.Kxh2 [Pa2] 115.Ka8 116.Bb8 117.Ka7 118.b3+ axb3
[PyT]#

I like a lot the play h3-a2-h2-a2-b3 of the white pawn, a very Vertical Mirror Circe
specific manouevre. Unfortunately, this manoeuvre has already been shown by
the author (15* Place Faybish TT-8, Theme C1, IT-TT8-12. CPB11, April 2017,
p. 533). This version is much more artistic than the record achievement IT-TT8-
12, thus a recommendation is deserved.
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Commendation: T312 (Andreas Thoma)

1.Kg8 3.Ke7! 6.fxel=R [Rh8] 7.Re8 8.Kf8 Kf1#

A tiny problem, but a remarkable strategy in the combination of fairy conditions.
This should serve as a model for more and more complex attempts in this area.

Commendation: T313 (Jaroslav Stiin)

a) 1.LOxg4-h5 [Pe2] 2.LOxg5-f5 [Ph5] 8.LOxg6-h7 [Pf5] 4.LOxf5-e4 [Ph7]
5.LOxd3-c2 [Pe] 6.LOxe4-f5 [Pc2] 7.LOxc2-b1 [Pf5] 8.LOXf5-g6 [Pb1=LO]
9.LOx g3-g2 [Pg6] 10.LOX g6-g7 [Pg2] 11.LOx g2-g1 [Pg7] 12.LOxb1-al [LOg1]
13.LOxg7-h8 [Pal=L0O] 14.LOXh7-h6 [Ph8] 15.LOXh5-h4 [Ph6] 16.LOx f2-el
[Ph4] 17.LOxg1-h1 [LOel] 18.LOxh4-h5 [Ph1=LO]=

b) 1.LOxg3-hj [Pf2] 2.LOxg5-f6 [Ph4] 3.LOxg6-h6 [Pf6] 4.LOXh/-h3 [Ph6]
5.LOx g4-f5 [Ph3] 6.LOX f6-f7 [Pf5] T.LOXf5-f4 [Pf7] 8. LOX f2-f1 [Pf4] 9.LOX f4-
f5 [PfI=LO] 10.LOxd3-c2 [Pf5] 11.LOxf5-g6 [Pc2] 12.LOxf7-e8 [Pgb]
13.LOx g6-h5 [Pe8] 14.LOxe2-d1 [Ph5] 15.LOxfl-g1 [LOd1] 16.LOxd1-cl
[LOg1] 17.LOxg1-h1 [LOcl1] 18.LOXh3-h4 [Ph1=LO]=

The 3+2 passive Locust promotions give this nice dedication problem with the
geometric feature and the good twinning its distinct character. The two solutions
are not deeply intertwined, however.

Commendation: T315 (Zoltan Laborczi & Gabor Tar)

1.Ka7! (1.f67) 3.Kxc5l (3.Kb52) 4.Kci 6.fxe7 T.exdS=R 8.Rd3 11.Kf2
13.Rx g4 18.Rxh2 20.Rel 22.Kh2 24.Rf5 (roundabout) 25.94+ hx g3 e. p.#

A busy rook.

Commendation: LLR7 (Jaroslav Stin)

1.LOxc4-c3 [Pc5] 2.LOxc5-c6 [Pc3] 3.LOxc3-c2 [Pc6] 4.LOxc6-¢7 [Pc2]
5.L0xc8-c1 [PeT] 6.LOxcT-c8 T.LOX[f5-g4 8.LOxf3-e2 [Pgi] 9.LOXgi-h5
[Pe2] 10.LOx e5-d5 [Ph5] 11.LOx e4-f3 [Pd5] 12.LOx e3-d3 [Pf3] 13.LOxf3-g3
[Pd3] 14.LOxfj-e5 [Pg3] 15.LOxd5-c5 [Pe5] 16.LOx e5-f5 [Pe5] 17.LOx d3-c2
[Pf5] 18.LOxf5-g6 [Pc2] 19.LOx g3-g2 [Pg6] 20.LOx e2-d2 [Pg2] 21.LOx c2-b2
[Pd2] 22.LOxd2-e2 [Pb2] 23.LOxg2-h2 [Pe2] 24.LOxh5-h6 [Ph2] 25.LOxhe-
h1 [Ph6] 26.LOXh6-h7T 27.LOxg6-f5 [Ph7] 28.LOxc5-b5 [Pf5] 29.LOXf5-95
[Pb5] 30.LOxb5-a5 [Pg5] 31.LOXaj-a8 [Pa5] 32.LOxa5-a6 [Pa3] 33.LOXa3-
a2 [Pa6] 34.LOxb2-c2 [Pa2] 35.LOx e2-f2 [Pc2] 36.LOx c2-b2 [Pf2] 37.LOx f2-
92 [Pb2] 38.LOxg5-96 [Pg2] 39.LOxg2-g1 [Pg6] 40.LOxg6-g7 41.LOxb2-al
[Pg7] 42.LOx a2-a3 43.LOx a6-a7 [Pa3] 44.LOx a3-a2 [Pa7] 45.LOxa7-a8 [Pa2]
46.00% a2-al 47.LOX g7-h8 48.LOXh7-h6=
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The length is worth a commendation. Commendation: LB-4 (Arno Tiingler)
1.Kxa6 [Qd8] 2.Kxb5 [Ra8] 3.Kxb4 [Pb7] 4.Kxc3 [Pc7] 5. Kxd2 [Rh8] 8. Kx a3

Commendation: RB-29 (Arno Tiingler) [Pa7] 9.Kx a2 [Bc8] 10.Kxal [Bf§] 11.Kx b2 [Sb8] 13.Kxd3 [Pd7] 14.Kxe2 [Pe7]
1.Ke7 12.Kxb1 [Sg8] 25.Kx b7 38.Kx a2 [Ra8] 52.Kx a8 68.Kx a4 83.Kxb6 [Bf8] 15.Kxf2 [Pf1] 17.Kxg4 [Pg7] 18.Kf3 19.Bx g2 [Sg8] 20.Bxh3 [Ph7] 21.Bxd7%
84.Kab 87.08=0Q 88.Qxf8 89.Qb4+ Kxc2% In comparison to the 2°¢ Prize, here the author aimed to minimize the number
Not only a new record, but an interesting development of a new scheme. The of moves. It is a bit disturbing that both the king and the bishop conduct “first
order of the captures is nicely motivated. time captures”.

15t Prize: G12 2nd Prize: LB-3 374 Prize: G6

Adrian Storisteanu Arno Tiingler Vaclav Kotésovec
ChessProblems.ca Bulletin ChessProblems.ca Bulletin ChessProblems.ca Bulletin
2016 2016 2016
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Branko Koludrovié
Jan Golha
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2016

ser-h# 142
Circe

C+ (15+6)

5t Honourable
Mention: G20
Sébastien Luce
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2016

ser-# 46
Enemy Sentinels
fM=Grasshopper

C+ (1+3)
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Contra Parrain Circe
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Hopper Chess
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Commendation: G2
Sébastien Luce
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Salute to the Grasshopper

ser-# 12

b) Mc7—b7
MM=Grasshopper
Commendation: T315
Zoltan Laborczi
Gabor Tar
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Jaroslav

R
“wiE B //

ser-h# 118

Vertical Mirror Circe

Commendation: LLR7

Jaroslav Stun

ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2016

Commendation: RB-29
Arno Tiingler
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2016

% %% %% ./ / v /
., 2, J
C+ (10+6) ser-h# 8 C+ (3+2) ser-= 18 C+ (1+46)
Anticirce b) Be2< & f2
Black must capture PWC
IE=Locust

Commendation: LB-4
Arno Tiingler
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2016

I _kAZ !
» 3/8/ &
ser-= 48 C+ (1+3) ser-s% 89 C+ (3+10) ser-% 21 C+ (2+16)
Enemy Sentinels Circe Circe
IE=Locust

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca
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ChessProblems.ca TT8

New Series Genres Thematic Tournament

Required are compositions with one of the following series stipulations:

ser-h*s
ser-sh
ser-s*h
ser-*sh
ser-*s*h

All fairy conditions checkable with Popeye 4.79 are allowed, but no fairy pieces.
Tourney director: Francois Labelle (CAN)

Submissions by email to: tt8Q@chessproblems.ca

Submission deadline: July 15, 2018

Judge: Nicolas Dupont (FRA)

Examples: See Nicolas’s article in this issue (p.601-609).

ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 2015 Tourney

Alberto Armeni informed that his ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 2015 15 Prize (see
CPBI12, p.547) is cooked in 10 moves and submitted a shorter C+ version.

Opinion by the judge (George P. Sphicas):

The new setting is similar to the earlier one and can be considered a version,
i my opinion, but inferior. The composition that earned First Prize had four
appealing features: it showed the Valladao theme nicely, included an exelsior, had
ideal mate, and had great economy, only 6 men. The corrected version retains the
first, but unfortunately the exelsior is gone, the mate is model but not ideal, and
the economy is 7 units. Still a miniature, and quite a good problem, but in the
opinion of this judge a small downgrade is required. The suggestion is to revise
the award as follows: make the corrected version of this 1! /2"¢ Prize ex aequo,
and elevate the earlier 2" Prize to 1°t/2"% Prize ex aequo. All others in the
award are not affected.

Rt srRee) Bulletin | Issue 13 |

15t—21d Prize ex ae.:
T250

Kjell Widlert
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2015

15t—27d Prize ex ae.:
T259v

Alberto Armeni
ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 2015

xr. &

" Y

2 %7
// /

% %/

> @

A\

pser-h# 9 C+ (2+5) phser-s# 8

Circe

C+ (4+9)

T259v: 1.g4-g3+ Kf2-e3 2.g3-g2 3.g2-g1=B + Ke3-d3 4.0-0-0+ Kd3-c4 5.b7-b5+
c5xbb6 ep. 6.Rd8-d4+ Kcd-cb 7.Rd4-d8+ Kcb-c6 8.Bgl-h2 9.Bh2-b8 b6-b7 #
T250: 1.c2-c4+ db5xcd[+wPc2] 2.c2xd3[+bPd7] 3.d3xcd + Bflxcd[+wPc2]
4.¢2xb3  5.b3xc4[+bBc8]+ Sa3xcd[+wPc2]+ 6.Kd6-d5 7.c2-c3 8.Bb7-c6+
d7x c6[+wBf1] #

ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 2018 Tourney

The judge of the ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 2018 Tourney is Manfred Rittirsch
(DEU). In 2018, only two CPB issues will be published: in June and December.
To be included in CPB14 or CPB15, originals (as well as any articles) should be
received no later than May 15" or November 15", respectively. No exceptions!

ChessProblems.ca TT6

Due to increased personal and professional obligations, the TT6 tourney award
will only be published in CPB14 — apologies for the delay. Our intention is to
distribute it via email to all participants prior to its publication in June 2018.

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca
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e
Series-mover Artists: Gyorgy Bakesi

by Arno Tiingler

“With ordinary talent and extraordinary perseverance,
all things are attainable”
- Thomas Fowell Buxton

A s

e trReel Bulletin | Issue 13 |

Gyorgy Bakesi
Photo credit & copyright: Bedrich Formanek
Prisma processing: Cornel Pacurar
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ARTICLES

Arno Tiingler

Series-mover Artists: Gyo6rgy Bakcsi

Here is one of my most admired chess
composers, the most longstanding -
since 1980 — living grandmaster of chess
composition. He has composed outstanding
problems in various fields of our art, and so,
naturally, also a fair amount of series-movers.
What makes his compositions so attractive?
Almost each piece has wit, a paradoxical
idea, a surprising moment, say something
unexpected but attractive that shows that
the author centers on the idea rather than
its actual execution. The six selected series-
movers give a hint of his rich work in this
realm.

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |

December 2017

This time we will not see many promotions, although the author
was also busy in this area. Already the single-line GB-1 shows
some of his great skill with paradoxical ideas - for the simple
block on d4 needed by the pawn-mate, black carries out four
consecutive unpins, eliminating most of the heavy white force!
Each of the captures (besides arguably the first) has as only
motive the unpin of the next capturer. Thus | would really talk
about a "logical” series-mover. GB-2 features an echo pin-mate
with skillful twinning, while GB-3 combines a chameleon echo
with the Zilahi of the two white bishops. As often with Bakcsi's
problems you do not see full parallel strategy at the same move
numbers, but the impression is nevertheless very harmonious.

The next problem shows again a Zilahi, of the two white knights.
Additionally there is the surprising capture of the strong white
queen in both solutions - quite a challenge for a human solver!
This leads again to chameleon echo mates of the remaining lonely
knight. GB-5 is a coproduction with his longtime chess companion
Laszlo Zoltan, co-author of hundreds of original compositions.
Again the theme is clearly visible - corner-to-corner walks of the
knights on al and h8, capturing each other and opening needed
lines along their route. And the final “old” long-mover reminds a
bit of some of the subtle Krikheli works. The black king does his
long circuit just to help two front pieces of the black batteries to
improve their location so that they no longer obstruct the final
mate.

Gyorgy is still quite active and we are happy that he also regularly
sends in originals for our Bulletin. Thank you for your humor and
fine taste in your compositions, and we hope that you continue
to create them!

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

GB-1
Gyorgy Bakcsi
Schach-Echo 1972

78

2
Y,

i ,
A

.
7

ser-h# 5 C+ (9+12)

GB-2

Gyorgy Bakcsi

Thema Danicum 1990
39 Honourable Mention

Y

A7
_

9
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Gyorgy Bakgsi
Photo credit & copyright: Bedrich Formanek
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GB-3

Gyorgy Bakcsi
Tipografia 1971
I°t Prize

GB-4

Gyorgy Bakcsi
Mat-Pat 1990
24 Hon. Mention

ser-h# 6 C+ (5+3)
4 2625

GB-5

Gyorgy Bakcsi

Laszlo Zoltan

T. Kardos-70 JT 1991
2 Prize

ser-h# 5 C+ (4+6)
2 solutions

GB-6

Gyorgy Bakcsi
Viziigyi SC 1979
3 Prize

%/
tom
Ao o
ser-h# 6 C+ (9+11) ser-h# 17 C+ (7+12)

Duplex

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

Solutions:

GB-1:
1.Rh2xh1 2.Rg2xg5 3.Bf5xd7 4.5d6xb5 5.Bc5-d4 c3-c4 #

GB-2:
a) 1.g2-g1=B 2.Bglxc5 4.Kf2-gl 5.Bc5-f2 Qa8-al#
b) 1.g2xh1=B 2.Bh1xb7 4.Kg2-hl 5.Bb7-g2 Rb6-b1 #

GB-3:
a) 1.Se3xc4 2.Sc4-b6 5.Kad-a5 6.Sb6-a4 Ba3-b4 #
b) 1.5e3-c2 2.5¢c2xa3 3.5a3-b5 5.Kb4-a4 6.Sb5-a3 Bc4-b3 #

GB-4:
i) 1.5h2-f3 2.5f3xel 3.Ke3xf2 4.Kf2-f1 5.5h1-f2 Se2-g3 #
i) 1.Rglxel 2.Ke3xe2 4.Kfl-gl 5.Rel-fl Sf2xh3 #

GB-5:
i) 1.5alxc2 3.S5e3xf5 6.5g6xh8 Bb1l-h7 #
i) 1.Sh8-f7 2.5f7xd6 4.Se4xc5 6.Sb3xal Bfgxa3 #

GB-6:

1.Kb5-a4 7.Kf3-f4 9.Bf3-e4 10.Kf4x g5 11.Kgh-f6 13.Re7-eb
17.Kcb6-bs Bfs-d7 #

Arno Tlingler
Bishkek, November 4th, 2017
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Ordered classification of twelve series genres

by Nicolas Dupont

“Chess is not like life...
it has rules! ”
- Mark Pasternak

A G

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |

We need new knights, but without swords
(Cornel Pacurar - Photo, PixIr, Matter, 2017)
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Ordered classification of twelve series genres and how to check novelties with Popeye

by Nicolas Dupont

If we ignore the reflex series, which indeed is not discussed in this article, we have 4
already classic series genres (direct, help, self and help-self), as well as 3 lesser-known
types. The first section of this article is devoted to recall and illustrate those lesser-
known, “semi-classic” series genres. The second section introduces 5 novelties (and
the method to check the corresponding problems with Popeye), thus leading to a
total of 12 so-to-speak “reasonable” series genres. The third section may be skipped
without any harm to the practical use of the novelties — I explain the general theory
leading to the classification and, for each case, the chosen stipulation, name, moving
side at the beginning, and solution format. The results fit the usual conventions
when applied to the classic series genres. Finally, further perspectives are examined
in the last section.

Each problem except numbers 15 and 19 was checked with Popeye 4.77. The C+
symbol is omitted under diagrams, only the C?7 symbol is added for the two non-
checked problems (partial verification has been done using Popeye’s a=b stipulation,
though).

1 The three semi-classic series genres

The first one is obtained using WinChloe’s stipulation “N white moves then help
series” applied to the ser-h1 case (help series of length 1). It is called in this article
help-twice series, with stipulation format ser-hh-N. It means that:

e After N white moves, some black move allows white to then reach
the goal.

The name “help-twice” refers to the fact that both sides collaborate after the N white
moves.

The second one is obtained using WinChloe’s stipulation “N black moves then direct
series” applied to the ser-2 case (direct series of length 2). It is called in this article
help-twice marseillais series, with stipulation format ser-h*h-N. It means that:

e After N black moves, some white move allows white to then reach
the goal.

The name “marseillais” refers to the fact that the same side is playing 2 consecutive
moves, like in marseillais chess, after the N black moves.

The last one is an invention of mine, named direct-self series in WinChloe and played
by white. It is called in this article auto-self series, with stipulation format ser-
*s-N, and is played by black. It means that:

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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e After N black moves, each black move reaches the goal.

The name “auto-self” refers to the fact that the black side forces itself to reach the
goal after the N black moves.

There are not many examples in the literature dealing with semi-classic series. For
the first one I slightly modified the position to keep only the mandatory pieces, the
second one is an easy and clear illustration of the genre, while the last one is selected

among the nice problems from my founding article of the genre:
0CSs3

Jean-Christian Galli
Dominique Forlot
Joachim Iglésias
Nicolas Dupont
France-Echecs 2013

0OCSs1

Theodor Steudel
Version Nicolas Dupont
272 Feenschach 1957

0CS2
Frank Miiller
47 feenschach 1979

%7//
Ty

A
/‘g
/

ser-hh#10 (2410) ser-h*h#11 (242) ser-*s#11
OCS1) Theodor Steudel:

1.5£2 2.Sg4 3.Sh6 4.Sxg8 5.Sh6 6.Sg4 7.Seb 8.5g6 9.5x{8 10.Se6 & 1.Rf8 Sxg7#

0OCS2) Frank Miiller:
1.Kg4 2.Kf5 3.Ke6 4.Kd7 5.Kc6 6.Kb5 7.Kad 8. Kb3 9.Ka2 10.Kal 11.Ba2 & 1.Kc2
2. Bb24

OCS3) Jean-Christian Galli, Dominique Forlot, Joachim Iglésias, Nicolas
Dupont:

1.Qh1 2.e4 3.Seb 4.5f3 5.Beb 6.Rgl 7.Rel 8.5¢g1 9.f3 10.Bh2 11.f4 & 1.Qg2#, 1.Rf1#,
1.Bg3+#, 1.Sh3#, 1.e3#

Note that each solution is written in 'reset’ form — a new numbering begins after the
stipulated length of the problem. Note also that, from a well-known and accepted

602


http://bulletin.chessproblems.ca/

convention, the reset move does not have to be unique when defensive. Its diversity
is even the theme of the third problem above — showing 5 variations, one for each
possible orthodox piece nature (except the king).

2 The five new series genres

They have not been constructed case by case, but came in a natural way from a gen-
eral theory to be explained in the next section. Since this theory recreates the main
properties of the classic full-established series genres, the novelties are interesting at
least from a theoretical point of view. This does not imply, of course, that they are
also interesting in practice (only the future may answer) but the first illustrating
examples are already promising.

2.1 The help-self marseillais series

The corresponding stipulation format is ser-h*s-IN, which means that:

e After N white moves, some black move forces black to then reach
the goal.

Let G denote the goal. The corresponding Popeye structured stipulation is:

e sstip white Ns [la[-1d[G]a]d]

OCS5

David Antonini

Version Jean-Christian 0OCS6

Galli, Nicolas Dupont Jean-Christian Galli
Original for CPB 2017 Original for CPB 2017

0CSs4

Bernard Delobel
Version Nicolas Dupont
France-Echecs 2017

// »
.. %8.. / /g/ %

%/
A’ /

ser-h*s#9 (543) ser-h*s#15 (547) ser-h*sx98 (3410)

OCS4) Bernard Delobel:
1.Kc7 2.Kb6 3.Kab 4.Kad 5.Ka3 6.Bad 7.e8=R 8.Rel 9.Ral & 1.bxal=B 2.Bb2#

OCS5) David Antonini:

1.¢6 2.c7 3.68=Q 4.Qcd 5.Kf4 6.Bb2 7.Bxa3 8.Kxg3 9.Kf4 10.g4 11.g5 12.g6 13.¢7
14.Ke5 15.Qc8 & 1.Rxg7 2.R~#

OCS6) Jean-Christian Galli:

1.Kd1 16.Kxb4 33.Kxbl 51.Kxa3 70.Kxal 89.Kxc3 90.Kd2 91.c4 92.cxd5 93.dxc6
95.c8=R 96.Rxg8 98.Rf5+ & 1.Ked 2.Kxd4, Kx{5

The first illustration is very neat with its light diagram position and its couple of
under-promotions.

The second example is cleverly using the proximity of ser-h*s to ser-s. Indeed, the
former is obtained from the latter by adding a pre-terminal help black move. The dia-
gram position leads to an obvious ser-s#4: 3.¢c8=Q 4.Bf6+ B x{6#, the main strategy
is to find a way to insert some black move. Note that the black queen whose sole role
is to observe square g3 is a weakness, but the rich and elegant content, especially the
2 switchbacks from the white queen and king, are clear compensations.

The third illustration shows that ser-h*s is very useful to establish new length records.
The current ser-sx length record for 13 pieces is 94 (see the table in ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 12, page 578). Note that the new 98 bound is only one move less than the
overall record for 13 pieces.

2.2 The self-help series

The corresponding stipulation format is ser-sh-N, which means that:

e After N white moves, each black move allows white to then reach
the goal.

Let G denote the goal. The corresponding Popeye structured stipulation is:

e sstip white Ns [2da[G]]

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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ocCs7

Bernard Delobel
Version Nicolas Dupont
France-Echecs 2017

0CSs9
Jean-Christian Galli
After Milos Tomasevic
France-Echecs 2017

0OCS8
Dominique Forlot
France-Echecs 2017

ser-sh#5 (443) a) ser-sh#11
2 solutions b) ser-#11

(246) ser-sh#37 (245)

OCS7) Bernard Delobel:

a) 1.Kb2 2.Kc3 3.Kd4 4.Kxeb 5.Kf6 & 1.e5 Rc8#

b) 1.Rc6 2.Rxe6 3.Rxeb 4.Rh5 5.Rh6 & 1.Kg7 h8=Q#

OCS8) Dominique Forlot:

a) 1.g8=B 2.Bxh7 3.Kbl 4.Kc2 5.Kd3 6.Ke4 7.Kf5 8. Kg6 9.Kg7 10.Bc2 11.Bad+ &
1.b5 Bxh5#

b) 1.¢8=B 2.Bxh7 3.Kbl 4.Kc2 5.Kd3 6.Ke4 7.Kf5 8. Kgb 9.Kg7 10.Bd3 11.Bb5#
0CS9) Jean-Christian Galli:

1.Kb3 13.Kxb8 26.Kxb4 28. Kxd6 29.Ke5 30.Kxed 31.Kf4 32.e4 36.e8=R 37.Reb &
1.Kh4 Rh6#

The first illustration does not show some particular theme, but is clear-cut with its
well-differentiated solutions.

The second illustration provides an answer to a quite difficult question: how to define
a cook for a ser-sh problem? I choose the convention that such a cook must contain
the black move, which implies that the 2 different stipulations are both valid. Note
that this convention is shared by WinChloe in the semi-classic ser-hh and ser-h*h
settings, as well as by the above structured stipulation from Popeye.

The third illustration is a tribute to the famous series composer Milos Tomasevic.
Using a new ending, it equals the 7 pieces direct series length record.

2.3 The self marseillais series

The corresponding stipulation format is ser-s*h-N, which means that:

e After N white moves, each black move allows black to then reach the
goal.

Let G denote the goal. The corresponding Popeye structured stipulation is:
e sstip white Ns [1d[-1a[G]d]a]

0OCS10
Nicolas Dupont Jean-Christian Galli Nicolas Dupont
Bernard Delobel Nicolas Dupont After Theodor Steudel
Original for CPB 2017 Original for CPB 2017 Original for CPB 2017

OCS11 0CSs12

7 Y
» »

', s,

.
BB
N Bip.

<N

7
7’

2,

ser-s*h#5 (746) ser-s*h#12 (745) ser-s*h-circuit-49 (146)
0OCS10) Nicolas Dupont, Bernard Delobel:

1.b6 2.b7 3.b8=R 4.Rc8 5.Rcd+ & 1.Qd4 2.Rgl+#, 1.Rgd 2.5f2#, 1.5f4 2.Qd1#
OCS11) Jean-Christian Galli, Nicolas Dupont:

1.c4 2.¢5 3.¢6 4.¢7 5.c8=R 6.Rxcl 7.Rc6 8.0-0-0 9.Kb1 10.Kal 11.Rb1 12.f4 & 1.gx{3
ep 2.Rad+#

0CS12) Nicolas Dupont:

1.Kel 15.Kxg3 31.Kxgl 47.Kxf3 48. Kxg4 49.Kh5 & 1.K~ 2.Kc6 circuit

The first illustration uses the proximity of ser-s*h# to self series. Indeed in ser-s#
the white strategy is, generally speaking, to check the black king just before the
terminal move, such that each black parry leads to a checkmated white king. The
same kind of idea is developed here, where the terminal check from white now forces
black to reach a #1 position (instead of a checkmate position in the ser-s# setting).
The well-known cyclic change of function theme (between self-pin and checkmate) is
moreover performed.

The second illustration shows another possibility — to squeeze the black side, so
that it has no other choice to defend than playing a unique legal move, which is
useful for black to be able to reach the goal thereafter. The well-known Valladao
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theme (promotion, en-passant capture and castling) is performed, with moreover an
under-promoted excelsior.

The third illustration uses the “circuit” goal, which indeed is feasible as black plays
2 moves at the end. It is interesting as this goal has been intensively used in the
direct series framework, where one of the main aims is to produce, for each number
of pieces in the diagram position, the longest possible series ending with a circuit (see
the table of records in ChessProblems.ca Bulletin 12, page 578, with goal RK). The
matrix is already known (probably performed first by Theodor Steudel) modulo the
addition of the black pawn h6 — it is unlikely to be maximal in the 7 pieces setting
though. Note that it is not enough for white to occupy square h5 in order to force
black to perform a circuit. Indeed in such a case, black is playing 1.S~+ and the
game is over! This is a particularity of this series genre — black may use any legal
method at its first move to preclude reaching the stated goal at its second move.
Disallowing the possibility of any second move by using a check on its first move is a
valid defense for black! Even more, when the goal is to checkmate, such a terminal
move played earlier is considered a valid defense.

2.4 The auto-self-help series

The corresponding stipulation format is ser-*sh-IN, which means that:

e After N black moves, each black move allows white to then reach the
goal.

Let G denote the goal. The corresponding Popeye structured stipulation is:

e sstip black Ns [-2da[G]]

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |

0OCS13
David Antonini

Nicolas Dupont 0OCSs14

Version Jean-Christian Bernard Delobel
Galli Nicolas Dupont
Original for CPB 2017 France-Echecs 2017

>
Y

%% —
"z
ser-*sh#7 (245) ser-*sh#21 (34+3)
0CS15
Jean-Christian Galli OCS16
Version Nicolas Dupont Nicolas Dupont
France-Echecs 2017 Original for CPB 2017

i@b//
o u
/‘/é/ﬁ/
.
//////

//////
s

ser-*sh#27 C? (5+5)
No wK

@
X

0CS13) David Antonini, Nicolas Dupont:

1.Bc4 2.Bg8 3.e6 4.Bb4 5.Bel 6.Khl 7.h2 & 1.Kgl/Bf7/Bh7/e5 2.Rxel#

0OCS14) Bernard Delobel, Nicolas Dupont:

1.g5 2.g4 3.g3 4.g2 5.g1=B 6.Bb6 7.Kb7 8.Kc6 9.Bc5 10.Kd5 11.Kc4 12.Be3 13.Kd4
14.Ke4 15.Kf3 16.Bf2 17.Kg2 18.Kh1 19.Bd4 20.Bh8 21.f6 & 1.f5/Bg7/Kgl 2.Rb1#
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0OCS15) Jean-Christian Galli:
1.h3 3.h1=B 4.Bxd5 5.Bg8 10.d1=B 11.Bxb3 12.Bf7 15.b1=B 16.Bxf5 19.Kh8
20.Bh7 25.f1=B 27.Bgb & 1.B~ 2.Beb#

0CS16) Nicolas Dupont:
1.Kb2 11.Kxb8 23.Kxa6 25.Kb4 30.a1=B 32.Bxd6 34.Bal 35.Kc3 & 1.Bb2/K~
2.Kd6

The first illustration is easy, but features interesting strategy. There is a try 1.Khl
2.h2 but 1.Kgl! Thus the Bfl is too close to the black king to allow the checkmate,
and hence Bfl needs to be replaced by Bel, leading to a change of function theme
(between incarceration and pinning) for the two thematic bishops.

The second illustration is very economical with attractive content. The black king
is helped by a promoted bishop to reach the opposite corner of the board, where it
is checkmated. To prevent the possibility of covering the checkmate after the free
move, the promoted bishop is incarcerated on square hS8.

The third illustration shows 4 promoted black bishops — two on squares g8 and h7
to be able to checkmate the black king, and two on squares f7 and g6 to prevent the
other two bishops from leaving their thematic squares during the free black move.
It is not C+ but, with a single white piece able to checkmate, another setting looks
impossible.

The fourth illustration is an attempt to get the longest ser-*sh series with 7 pieces,
although 35 is probably far from the best possible bound. The goal — reaching a
given square, d6 here — is listed in the table of length records (see ChessProblems.ca
Bulletin 12, page 578, with goal Z).

2.5 The auto-self marseillais series

The corresponding stipulation format is ser-*s*h-N, which means that:

e After N black moves, each black move allows black to then reach the
goal.

Let G denote the goal. The corresponding Popeye structured stipulation is:

e sstip black Ns [-1d[-1a[G]d]a]

0CS19
0OCS18 Nicolas Dupont
David Antonini David Antonini
Original for CPB 2017 Original for CPB 2017

OCSs17
Dominique Forlot
France-Echecs 2017

ser-*s*h#10 (3+4) ser-*s*h#11 (746) ser-*s*h#21 C? (5+4)
OCS17) Dominique Forlot:

1.6 2.b1=R 3.Rb2 4.f5 5.f6 6.f7 7.£8=R 9.Rbl 10.c1=B & 1.Bd2/e3/f4/g5/h6
2.Bb4/c5/d6/e7 /{84

0OCS18) David Antonini:

1.g1=B 2.£2 3.f1=S 4.Se3 5.5%xc¢2 6.Sal 7.c2 8.c1=R 9.Rc2 10.b1=Q 11.b2 & 1.Qa2
2.Qxcd#, 1.Qcl 2.Qe3#, 1.S5b3 2.Rcl#

0OCS19) Nicolas Dupont, David Antonini:

1.Kf3 2.Kg4 3.Kgh 4.Kf6 5.Ke5 6.Kd4 7.Kd3 8.Kc2 9.Kcl 10.d1=R 11.Rh1 12.Bgl
13.Kc2 14.Kd3 15.Kd4 16.Keb 17.Kf6 18.Kgb 19.Kg4 20.Kf3 21.Kf2 & 1.K~ 2.Bd4#

The first illustration is clear-cut with its tempo excelsior, 3 promotions, and a nice
closure with 5 checkmates along the same diagonal.

The second illustration shows the emblematic AUW theme. The construction is
quite heavy but it is unclear whether it might be lightened while keeping such a deep
content.

The third illustration is also somehow tricky with its battery construction and dou-
ble checkmate. It moreover shows an 18 move-long switchback of the black king.
Note that David constructed a home-made program to show that there is no other
checkmate position than the intended one (with a free pre-terminal move, of course),
and hence the problem is surely correct, although not officially C+.
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3 The theory

There is no full consensus about what a series is. The more general definition — a
sequence of moves where alternation between the two sides in broken at least once —
is simple and consistent, but obviously too general to provide any chance for a useful
classification.

For the purpose of this article, I follow the general behavior of a classic series genre.
Roughly speaking, it begins with a sequence of help moves played by the same side,
and ends with a short albeit more complicated other sequence of moves (neither nec-
essarily help nor played by the same side). More precisely, we shall denote by the
letter “h” a help move, and by the symbol “*” the pass move.

e A series is the concatenation of two parts — the so-called “pure part
of the series”, and the “closure part of the series”.

e The pure part of the series is the longest sequence h*h*h*h etc. which
is played at the beginning of the series (it is therefore assumed that the pass
move is really played, even if it is virtual).

e The closure part of the series consists of the remaining moves played after
the pure part is over (with some pass moves eventually included).

Note that the pure part is always of the help type whatever the series genre is, which
justifies the use of the letter “h”. Note also that if the closure part begins with the
pass move *, then the next move cannot be h, otherwise this *h sequence would have
been included in the pure part. Note finally that the direct series is defined by the
fact that its closure part is empty.

To be able to classify series genres, some restrictions are needed on the closure part.
One of the central ideas behind this article is to allow only a very particular kind of
closure part that conforms to the concept described below.

3.1 Reasonable series

When not empty, the closure part is always some sequence of moves symbolized
by the already mentioned letter “h” and symbol “*”, but also with the letter “s”,
which denotes of course a defensive move. Such a setting is obviously enough to
theoretically describe any given series.

As illustrative examples, consider this symbolic notation associated to the 4 classic
series genre:

h*h*h|[] ser- direct series
h*h*h[h]  ser-h  help series
h*h*h[s]  ser-s  self series
h*h*hlhs] ser-hs help-self series

Here the chosen length of the series, which is by definition the number of times
the letter “h” appears in its pure part, is 3, and the closure part is marked into
brackets.

The fundamental fact which is generalized to symbolize (and hence to define) the 8
remaining series genres, is the full equality between the content of the closure part
and the associated stipulation in ser format. I thank Francois Labelle who informed
me of this perfect correspondence I never noticed before. For example in the help
series ser-h, the pure part is followed by a single help move from the other side,
hence the closure part only contains the letter “h”. It is now time to provide the
most important definition of this article:

A reasonable series is a series whose closure part contains:

Neither consecutive nor terminal pass move.
e No sequence *h at the beginning.

At most 2 letters.

At most 1 defensive move.

The first rule is obvious, while the reason for the second one has already been given.
For the third rule, it is clear that the higher the number of allowed moves in the
closure part is, the farther we get from the classic series genres, and the trickier the
classification becomes. The 2 letters convention seems a reasonable bound. Finally
the fourth rule is to avoid very strange stipulations, almost impossible to be satisfied
in practice, e.g. “white is forced to force black to checkmate”.

3.2 Classification of reasonable series

We already know that the direct series corresponds to the empty closure part. When
the closure part begins with the letter “h”, we get 5 possibilities [h], [hh], [h*h], [hs]
and [h*s]. When the closure part begins with the letter “s”, we get 3 possibilities [s],
[sh] and [s*h]. Finally when the closure part begins with the symbol “*”, we also get
3 possibilities [*s], [*sh] and [*s*h]. Hence a total of 12 reasonable series, as needed.
It now remains to justify the choices made for each of the 8 semi-classic or new series
genres.
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3.2.1 Choice of the stipulation

It seems natural to let the symbols after ser- and the closure part content coincide,
like in the classic series genres, also for the remainder 8 non-classic cases. This
explains the chosen stipulations in the first and second sections of this article.

As for the number shown at the end of the stipulation, I don’t see any reasonable
possibility other than the length of the pure part of the series. Indeed the closure
part of a series is too floating to lead to another consequent choice. This has a strong
impact on the solution format, even for the classic help-self series, as shown later
below.

3.2.2 Choice of the name

It is a more difficult task — mainly a matter of taste instead of the result of some
theoretical approach. It looks natural to mark “help-twice” when the closure part
contains twice the letter “h”. Perhaps “auto-self” is also the correct name when the
closure part contains “*s”. Indeed this notation implies that the side which is moving
defensively was already on-the-move previously. Finally it looks not so bad to mark
“marseillais” when the closure part contains “*” after the first letter. Indeed such
a situation implies that the same side is moving twice consecutively in the closure
part — a clear link with marseillais chess, as already mentioned in the first section.

3.2.3 Choice of the beginning side

The next step towards the classification is to find a natural manner to decide which
side is on-the-move at the beginning of the series. To provide such a method (which
should uphold the known choices for classic series genres), I use two important and
accepted conventions:

e A defensive move is played by black.

e The terminal move is played by white in help genres.

Those rules have empty intersection, cover each possibility, and the first one is con-
sistent thanks to the choice of at most 1 defensive move!

The first rule applies to e.g. self genres, while the second rule applies to even help
genres whose number of moves is fractional. Those conventions are generalized in
my setting:

e When the closure part of the series contains the (unique) letter “s”,
it is a black move.

e When the closure part of the series does not contain the letter “s”,
the terminal move is played by white.

In each case, going back to the pure part of the series allows to find which side is
moving at the beginning (paying attention to pass moves though).

3.2.4 Choice of the solution format

There is no general consensus, even for the classic help-self series genre. Indeed for
a ser-hs-N, the highest number at the end of the solution is sometimes marked N+1
(this is how Popeye is handling this situation for example).

This offset might be considered quite strange, and indeed some composers decide in
such a case to not follow convention 3.2.1. Hopefully there is another option, used
for example by WinChloe and the PDB server, which I consider is the best one —
using a reset solution.

It means that the pure and closure parts of the series are numbered independently
and separated by the symbol “&” . This reset trick is used in this article for each
series genre except direct, help and self — the only cases where, without a reset, the
highest number at the end of the solution is equal to the length of the corresponding
pure part.

3.3 Summary

The classification is now over, and summarized in the following table. For the con-
venience of the reader, as it has been decided which side is moving at the beginning
of a given series genre, I replace the symbolized notation h*h*h[] by a clearer one
using the letter W for a white move (always help) and the letter B (resp. b) for a
black help move (resp. a black defensive move). I thank Joachim Iglésias for having
told me this interesting notation method.
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stipulation | name of the series genre | solution format exchanges, and finally to Cornel Pacurar for publishing this article in his excellent
ChessProblems.ca Bulletin.

ser- direct WWW

ser-h help BBBW N N li’:’lai 5]? ‘;%‘f;t

ser-hh help-twice WWW & BW ovetber 2o,

ser-h*h help-twice-marseillais BBB & WW

ser-hs help-self BBB & Wb

ser-h*s help-self-marseillais WWW & Bb

ser-s self WWWhb

ser-sh self-help WWW & bW

ser-s*h self-marseillais WWW & bB

ser-*s auto-self BBB & b

ser-*sh auto-self-help BBB & bW

ser-*s*h auto-self-marseillais BBB & bB

4 Further perspectives

As said in the introduction, the reflex series is not discussed in this article, but will
probably be in a forthcoming one. It will be shown that in fact some reflex conditions
might be naturally defined for several other series genres than the self one, therefore
leading to a new family.

Another important concept which will be connected to my theory is parry series (and
probably anti-parry series as well). Under certain circumstances, such as a previous
checking or auto-checking move, some pass moves are forced to become real moves.

Finally, I plan to investigate how to go back from series genres to alternating genres.
They correspond to the case where each pass move is forced to become a real move.
Most of the already existing alternating genres will be upheld this way, and some
new ones will emerge.

44 — The illusion of limitations
[Cornel Pacurar, RStudio, 2017]
(see page 617 for details)
Many thanks to the members of the France-Echecs forum for their valuable efforts
to illustrate my new series genres, to Francois Labelle for hundreds of helpful email
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Welcome to KLAN

by Andreas Thoma and Klaus Wenda

“KLAN:
a new combination of Proca and Heegq retractors.”
- Andreas Thoma and Klaus Wenda

On the move

(Cornel Pacurar - Photo, PixIr, Union, 2017)
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Welcome to KLAN

Defensive Retractors of type KLAN with special reference to the AntiCirce condition

by Andreas Thoma and Klaus Wenda

This article is dedicated to those who have never heard about KLAN, and are willing to join the KLAN club.

Regarding the genesis of the defensive retractor, its date of birth can be fairly precisely
established as the last months of 1923 and the beginning of 1924. About that time the
pioneer problems of the Romanian composer Zeno Proca and the Danish composer Niels
Hgeg were published, along with the definitions of these retro types as formulated by
the inventors. The crucial difference between the two types refers only to retractions
of capturing moves. In the decades to follow both orthodox types of the defensive
retractor only won a relatively small measure of popularity. It was only as late as
2001 that (based on an article by Klaus Wenda in feenschach) the new combination of
the Proca retractor, and later on of the Hgeg retractor, with the condition AntiCirce
brought about a revival of the defensive retractor, culminating in a real change on
the retro stage. A good 700 examples of both types (with a majority of Procas) have
been published between 2001-2018, mostly by Vlaicu Crigsan, Wolfgang Dittmann, Paul
Raican, Andreas Thoma, Giinther Weeth, and Klaus Wenda.

In January 2015 we presented a new combination of Proca and Hgeg Anticirce retractors
we called KLAN (a cryptogram of KLaus & ANdreas) in an article including several
original problems as examples, published on Tom Brand’s blog [www.thbrand.de]. An
English translation (made by Giinther Weeth, March 26" 2015) is available for down-
load on Julia’s Fairies [www.juliasfairies.com].

As a rule, white retractions provide substantial technical difficulties in the orthodox
Hgeg defensive retractor, as a result of Black’s ability to add black sacrificial units
to the position in order to derail White’s strategy. This is prevented on principle in
the KLAN type (see definition below), as it is White exclusively who decides on his
own uncaptures. As a result of our research we should like to emphasise that many
good ideas based on the techniques of black and white uncaptures either escape correct
implementation, or demand such a high degree of difficulty and complexity that they
fail to appeal to friends of the retro art other than a very small circle of retro experts
who may claim to be specialists in the genre. Thus we were inspired by the thought of
blending elements of both the Proca and the Hoeg defensive retractors into a new type
to supplement the classical types, with the following definition:
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Defensive Retractor KLAN

A distinction is made between the colours on the move. With White to move it is up
to him to decide whether the next move is an uncapture, and (in the affirmative case)
what kind of black unit is chosen as the sacrificial unit, so far in analogy to the Proca
type. With Black to move it is White, as the opposite colour (in analogy to the Hoeg
retractor), who decides whether this is going to be an uncapture, and (in the affirmative
case) what kind of white unit is chosen as the sacrificial unit.

A possible exclusion of the forward defence must be noted explicitly.

To further clarify: it stands to reason that Black to move still has the right to decide
from which square his retro move starts and, in case of uncapture, on which square
the white sacrificial unit is placed. This circumstance is quite meaningful, especially in
AntiCirce retractors. Yet it is left to White to decide whether an uncapture takes place
at all and, if yes, what the white uncaptured unit is.

The gist of it: the KLAN retractor entails a limitation of Black’s defensive options
(like implied in the Hgeg type), combined with a simultaneous preservation of White’s
strategic power.

A good fifty KLAN AntiCirce retractors published in the last three years have proved
that the new condition not only supports a light construction but is also an excellent
tool to create profoundly rooted (retroanalytical) strategic content.

The condition promises to improve the construction of retros in a distinguished and
elegant style with designs that should please the observer’s eye. So we are convinced
that KLAN retractors may to a certain extent attract the attention of lovers of chess
problems who do not necessarily claim to be specialists in retrograde analysis. The
following modest selection of five problems KLAN1-KLAN5 may serve to support our
arguments.
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KLAN1 KLAN2
Andreas Thoma Andreas Thoma
original original

-2 & #1 (243) -2 & #1 (647
KLAN retractor KLAN retractor
AntiCirce AntiCirce

KLAN4

Klaus Wenda

original

-2 & s#1
KLAN retractor
AntiCirce

IE= Leo
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KLAN3
Andreas Thoma
original

Solutions

KLANT1:

1.Kf6 xPe7—el (White decides to take a pawn!) f7xQe6—¢7 (the uncapture of a white
unit on e6 is the only way to resolve White’s self-check. White is choosing a queen)
2.515-e3 & forward: 1.QxQ—d1#

KLAN2:

1.Qb8-a8

a) b2xRal—h8+ 2.Rc3xg3—al & forward: 1.RxR—hl#

b) Ra8xRa7/a5/a3 2.Bb2-e5 & forward: 1.RxR—hl#

In KLAN White decides on the object of all captures, either by himself or by Black.

KLANS3:

1.RgdxRh4—al Ba8xQ~—c8+ 2.Qg2-~ & forward: 1.Rd1xd2—al+ BxQ—c8+#

2 & s#1 (447) 1..Ba8/Bh3xQg2—c8+ 2.Bg6-f7 (the only move, no white piece else can move legally)
KLAN retractor & forward: 1.Rd1xd2—al+ BxQ—c8#
AntiCirce KLAN4:

1.KflxLEgl—el! LEc8xLEg8—gl+ 2.LEd3xLEg3—g8 & forward: 1.LEbl+ LEcl#
KLANS5 This is an example of the use of fairy units. Recall that captured white fairy units are
Klaus Wenda reborn on the 8th rank, black ones on the 1st rank.
original The black leo is uncaptured on the g-line, so it goes to gl.

KLANS:

1.RalxQcl—al! c2-c1Q+ 2.Rbl1xQcl—al Qd2-c1+ 3.Ka3-b2 Rh8-f8+ 4.Sb3xQcl—gl
b2xalR—h8+ 5.Rg8xBg7—al & forward: 1.Rh8+ Bxh8—{8#

...2.RalxQcl—al? Qd2-cl+ 3.Ka3-b2 Rh8-f8+ 4.Sb3xQcl—gl?
Qbl-c14+/RblxXb2—h8+! 5.7

3 times uncapture of a black queen!

-5 & s#1 (5—|—9) Andreas Thoma & Klaus Wenda
KLAN retractor Grof§ Ronnau (Germany)/Vienna (Austria), November 2017
AntiCirce
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e
Record Breakers V

by Arno Tiingler

Homemade Chess Square: 313 calories.
Glories burnt when composing chess problems, per hour: 9O

-. Cl]ﬁ"ssmen

Record calories on the chessboard (Cornel Pacurar - Photo, PixIr, 2017)
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ARTICLES

The first two new records (RB-37, 38) go
back to the very start of our series of articles
in CPB4 of December 2014, featuring series
auto-stalemate tasks. However, the positions
in CPB8 in the first “Record Breakers" report
are by now really broken. RB-1 and RB-2
of that article are history! The new problems
are still untestable by the current programs,
so please try to cook if you can!

Amazingly, it took 25 years for someone to
notice that a position found by Unto Heinonen
in 1992 is also good as a four-units record in
the series-targetsquare field (RB-39.)

And with the next two tasks | am also guilty...
My cool explanations in CPB8, p.289 why in
DX-25 and DX-30 | reduced the number of
moves are not valid anymore. As you see,
RB-41 already had a correct 111 moves in
2006, | just forgot about it... Seemingly | also
missed at the same time to publish RB-40
with the same idea, so it is another original
here.

The last three (RB-42, 43, 44) are first new
ideas for the help-win-a-piece category. More
should be possible, including a new overall
record with normal force. Please let me know
when you found it!

Arno Tiingler
Bishkek, November 30th, 2017

RB-37

Branko Koludrovié
Paul Raican

Arno Tiingler
Original

RB-38

Branko Koludrovié
Paul Raican

Arno Tiingler
Original

ser-1= 119 (4411) ser-1= 121 (4412)
Circe Circe

RB-42
RB-41 Branko Koludrovi¢

Paul Raican

Arno Tiingler
Original

Problemkiste 2006
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ser-% 111 C+ (5+14) ser-h%
Circe 114 Circe

RB-37: 1.Kg8-h7 6.Kg3xf2[Pf7] 16.Kd8xc7 30.Kc2xc3[Bf8] 41.Kg8xf8
54 Kb4xa5[Sb8] 71.Kc7xb8 89.Ka5xa6 106.Kd8xc8[Sg8] 118.Kh4-h5
119.h2-h4 I=

RB-38: 1.Kg8-h7 6.Kg3xf2[Pf7] 16.Kd8xc7 31.Kblxal[Bf8] 43.Kg8xf8
56.Kb4xa5[Sb8] 73.Kc7xb8 91.Ka5xa6 108.Kd8xc8[Sg8] 120.Kh4-h5
121.h2-h4 1=

RB-39: 1.Kh8-g8 14.Kh4xh5[Sg8] 27.Kf7-g7 z

RB-40: 1.Kf7-f8 2.Bh8-g7 13.Bd8-e7 15.Ke8-d8 26.Bab5-c7 28.Kc8-b7
29.Bc7-b6 31.Ka6-b5 33.Bab-b4 44.Kh4xh5[Sg8] 55.Ka4-b5 57.Bab-b6
59.Ka6-b7 60.Bb6-c7 62.Kc8-d8 73.Bf8-e7 77.Kg7xh7[Bc8] 81.Ke8-d8
92.Ba5-c7 93.Kd8xc8 %

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

RB-39

Arno Tiingler RB-40
Original (after Unto Arno Tiingler
Heinonen) Original

ser-Zg7 27 C+ (1+3) ser-% 93 C+ (5+12)
Circe Circe
RB-44

RB-43
Branko Koludrovié
Arno Tiingler

Branko Koludrovié
Paul Raican
Arno Tiingler

Original Original
2 ., = -, f.,../:%
/’/ %7“//%7 % / % /
/g% 7 AT BB AT
ser-h% C+ (14+43) ser-h% C+ (15+3)
124 Circe 128 Circe
RB-41: 1.Kf7-f8 2.Bh8-g7 13.Bd8-e7 15.Ke8-d8 26.Ba5-c7 28.Kc8-b7

29.Bc7-b6 31.Ka6-ab5 41.Bcl-b2 44.Kb3-c2 45.Bb2-c1 53.Kh4xh5[Sg8]
61.Kd1-c2 62.Bcl-b2 65.Kb4-a5 75.Bd8-b6 77.Kab6-b7 78.Bb6-c7 80.Kc8-d8
91.Bf8-e7 95.Kg7xh7[Bc8] 99.Ke8-d8 110.Ba5-c7 111.Kd8xc8 %

RB-42: 1Kb8-a8 2.c6-c5 7.Kadxb3[Rhl] 14.Kd8xe8[Bfl] 25.Kcl-
dl 26.c5xd4 43.Kgdxg3[Bcl] 59.Kblxcl 74.Kg5xf4[Sgl] 92.Kelxfl
112.Ke3xd3[Pd2] 113.Kd3xc4[Pc2] 114.d4-d3 c2xd3+ %

RB-43: 1.Kbl-a2 6.Kb6xc7[Pc2] 16.Kelxf2 30.Kf7xg7[Bcl] 41.Kb1lxcl
55.Kg5xh4[Sgl] 73.Kf2xgl 92.Kh4xh3 110.Kelxfl[Sbl] 114.Kclxbl
122.Kd7xe8[Rh1] 123.Ke8xe7 124.Ke7-f8 Rhlxal %

RB-44: 1.Kbl-a2 5.a3xb2 10.Kb6xc7[Pc2] 20.Kelxf2 34.Kf7xg7[Bcl]
45 Kblxcl 59.Kg5xh4[Sgl] 77.Kf2xgl 96.Kh4xh3 114.Kelxf1[Sbi]
118.Kclxbl 126.Kd7xe8[Rh1] 127.Ke8xe7 128.Ke7-f8 Rhlxal %
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Senes-Movers Visualizations (Part 11

by Cornel Pacurar

6225 - Why Dreaming Is Not Enough (Cornel Pacurar - RStudio, 2017)
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Series-Movers Visualizations (Part II)

by Cornel Pacurar

Part two (the final installment) of the Series-Movers Visualizations article! is
structured as follows:

1. Circos visualizations (produced with Circos)

e All length records with normal force (p.619-622)
e All direct, self, and help series records (p.623-628)
e All overall records with normal and promoted force (p.629-630)

2. Hilbert curve visualizations (produced with R)

e All overall records (p.631-634)

e All overall records with normal and — separately — promoted force (p.635)

e Series mate, capture, self-target-square and help-stalemate per-unit records
(p.636)

3. Moves visualizations (produced with R)

e All overall records (p.637-639)

All overall records with normal and — separately — promoted force (p.640)
All direct, self, and help series records (p.641)

e All overall records — by piece (p.642-643)

All individual overall records with normal and promoted force (p.644—647)

All overall records — capture squares (p.648)

As in the first part of the article, the context of the visualizations is the most
important series-mover length records data set: the current “398 Zuglangen Rekorde
Im Serienziiger” table of records (for convenience, details and an interactive version are
included on page 618). While the Circos and Hilbert curve visualizations rely solely
on data within the table of records, the moves visualizations presented in this article
are, however, based on the actual solutions of overall length records (6,225 moves in
total).

1First part: Series-Movers Visualizations, CPB12, p.563-577

1. Circos visualizations (p.619-630)
Circos? is a software package written in Perl (a family of high-level, general-purpose,
interpreted, dynamic programming languages) for visualizing data and information,
the brainchild of Martin Krzywinski®, Staff Scientist, Bioinformatics, at Canada’s
Michael Smith Genome Sciences Centre in Vancouver.

Initially designed for visualizing genomic data (particularly cancer genomics and
comparative genomics) and molecular biology, Circos has revolutionized the way the
scientific community visualizes genomic alterations. At the same time, Circos can
visualize data in any field, creating visualizations with a circular layout — which makes
it ideal for exploring relationships between objects or positions.

Circos — Circular genome data visualization

Under the motto round is the nmew square, Circos also fights spreadsheets with its
powerful tabular visualization capabilities. In a Circos image, three components encode
the information in the table and summary statistics about row and column totals:

e Rows and columns are represented by circularly arranged segments. The angular
size of the segment is proportional to the total cell values for the row or column

e Cell values are represented by ribbons that connect the row and column segments

e The outer rings are stacked bar plots that represent relative contribution of a
cell to row and column totals

2Krzywinski, M. et al. Circos: an Information Aesthetic for Comparative Genomics. Genome Res (2009) 19:1639-1645

Shttp://mkweb.bcgsc.ca, http://circos.ca
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All visualizations employ the Viridis colormap and all but the first one (p.619)
incorporate labels and ribbon caps. They show the relationship between stipulations
and the number of total force (p.619-628: rows = stipulations, columns = number of
units, cell values = number of moves) or the relationship between type of force (normal
and promoted) and stipulations (p.629-630: rows = stipulations, columns = type of
force, cell values = number of moves).

2. Hilbert curve visualizations (p.631-636)

A Hilbert curve is a continuous fractal space-filling curve that folds one dimensional
axis into a two dimensional space, maintaining the locality. It was first described by
the German mathematician David Hilbert in 1891%, as a variant of the space-filling
Peano curves discovered by Giuseppe Peano in 1890. Hilbert’s article was also the
first to include a picture helping to visualize the construction technique.

Hilbert curves — First, second, and third orders

As noted by Aldo Cortesi®, “the Hilbert curve is a remarkable construct in many ways,
but the thing that makes it useful in computer science is the fact that it has good
clustering properties”. In addition to better visualizing clusters (data points in the
cluster are close to each other on the Hilbert curve), the Hilbert curve also greatly
improves resolution when visualizing data with long axis.

The Hilbert curve visualizations in this article were produced by using R/RStudio, and
ggplot2, viridis and HilbertCurve® R packages, the last one available on Bioconductor” —
an open source, open development software project providing tools for the analysis and
comprehension of high-throughput genomic data. They are representations of sixth
order segments, rectangles, polygons, polygons and points, polygons and segments
(p.631-635), and fifth order polygons (p.636).

3. Moves visualizations (p.637-648)

All moves visualizations included in this article were generated using R/RStudio, and
ggplot2, viridis and rchess packages.

First, all moves of the 44 overall records are visualized — with lines coloured by
piece type (p.637), type of force (p.638), stipulation (p.638), capture status (p.638),
stipulation type (p.638), departure rank (p.639), departure square (p.639), departure
file (p.639), and by arrival square (p.639).

Next, the moves of the 22 normal force and 22 promoted force overall records
are visualized, coloured by piece type and by move number (p.640), followed by
visualizations of all direct, self and help overall records with normal and promoted
force, and all normal force direct series records, coloured by piece type (p.641).

The moves of all piece types for the 44 overall records follow, coloured by piece type
(p.642) and move number (p.643). Facets showing separate move-visualizations for all
22 normal force records and 22 promoted force records follow, coloured by piece type
(p.644-645) and by move number (p.646-647).

We conclude the article by showing six capture-square related visualizatons (p.648).

A final note regarding more complex visualizations: they are, of course, possible — a
few are actually included in this very issue. The illustration on page 609 is, again, a
visualization of all the moves of the 44 overall records, but with multiple aesthetics:
line colour by move number, line width by arrival file, and alpha by arrival rank.
Similarly, the two illustrations on page 590 also employ multiple aesthetics: line
colour by move number, line width by departure rank, and alpha by departure rank.
Curvature, angle and jitter positions can also be modified.

Toronto, December 30", 2017

4Hilbert, D. (1891), Ueber die stetige Abbildung einer Line auf ein Flichenstiick, Mathematische Annalen

Shttps://corte.si/posts/code/hilbert /portrait /index.html

6Zuguang Gu, Roland Eils, and Matthias Schlesner, HilbertCurve: an R/Bioconductor package for high-resolution visualization of genomic data. Bioinformatics, 2016
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Table of Records as of December 30", 2017 — with PDB links

Ser 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 PF
#  _ 8 16* 22% 28 37 43* 57 65% 72 82 O7* 102* 104* 109 120 125% 126 127 128 154
= _ 7 13 20 30 38 50 57 65 74 82 91 97  104* 116 126 129 138 139 154
A collection of series-mover |ength records, = _ 8 15 23* 33 45 57 64 68 71 8 91 93 101 105 113 114 119 173*
prepared by Milo3 Tomagevi¢ (31.07.1928- + _ 6 13 19 25 34 45 | B55% 61* 71* 79% 84 01 98 105 108 110 130*
23.01.2002) and finalized by Vladan Vutkovi¢
. . ., x  _ 10 17 18 23 24 32 34 36 38 42 50 51  53*  57* 60  61* 83*
with help from Radovan Tomagevié, Slobodan
&aletic. Erich Bartel and Milan Velimirovié Z 7 15 22 34 49 58% 66% 75 78 88* 94* 9o 107 113 115 119 121 124 125 126 128 | 129 208*
the booklet was published posthumously RK | 2 13* 21* 3% 3g% 50% 63* 71* 73* 82* 7% 03* Q6%  111¥ 112* 113* 117% 118* 121% 136*
m B.elgrad“e in  February 2003, under PW _ 12 16 23 30 40 53 60 77 8 92 95 110 12 117 119 123* 127* 129 205
the title “398 ZUGLANGEN REKORDE
IM  SERIENZUGER in Bezug auf die F | _ _ 11 20%* 28% 35 44 53 64* 72 80* 88 94x 102* 107* 111 116 121 126 166*
Steineanzahl”. It included all move-length IF . 12* 23 34 49% 61 64* 76* 82* 93 98 105 110 111 116 119* 123% 124 152
records for the 22 major Serles—stlpu|at|0ns st o B 23 31* 35 4% 46* 55 61* 63* 74 78% 87* 94 106* 122 127 131* 191
and different numbers of total normal
force, out of which approximately 70% were s= _ _ 15 23* 31 49% 51* 53% 60* 62* 63% 76* 88  102* 104* 105% 108* 114* 116* 198
1 0
composed by Milo§ Tomagevi¢, either alone st _ 4 19 23 29 38 51 59 71* 73* 83 88 101  105% 110* 120% 125% 126 127 197
or in collaboration with Radovan Tomasevi¢. sx | _ 8 15 23 34* 45 60 72* 78 89 94 96 109 112% 116 121  125* 126* 199*
sZ 5 12 18 28 39 45 62 72% 73* 80 89 97* 105 110 122 126  128* 131 133* 136 140 144 202%
Over the past 21 years, numerous records have
been broken, including seven overall length sF _ _ 6 17* 25 38  46% 58% 74* 82* o4 99 104 108 113 114 | 121* 124* 125 156*
records with normal force. For a list of related h# | _ o* 17 24 36* 45 54 57* 62 | 77% 83* 89* 04 90 112 117 125  126* 153
articles, please see Bulletin Issue 10, page 422. h= _ 10 21 28* 33 41 49* 55 62 75 79 90 95 99% 103 113 114 118 134 153 161
This interactive table of records is the result - EmE— e 24 3 2 2% 3 N o1
of a collaborative effort: Frank Muller (PDB hx  _ 7 11 18 28* 37 50 ' 54* 59 70 78% 84 92 93* 08 107* 114* | 116 126*
entries), Arno Tiingler (consolidated table hZ 2 4 12 20 28% 36 46 60* 76* 82* 84* 00 91  103* 108* 113* 118*  124* 126% 127 205
in Excel format), and Cornel Pacurar (IATEX
. hF _ _ 12 23* 30 40 55 64 74 76 9l 94 104 110 118 125 126* 127* 136*
typesetting).
S 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 PF

King in check in the diagram position

Records not included in the booklet or discovered after the booklet was published in February 2003

Overall length records with promoted force
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All normal force records. Circos visualization witout labels and ribbon caps ( Viridis colormap).
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All normal force records. Circos visualization with labels and ribbon caps ( Viridis colormap).
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All normal force records. Circos visualization — ser-h+ and ser-sZ highlights.
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All normal force records. Circos visualization — upper quartile highlights.
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All direct series records. Circos visualization ( Viridis colormap).
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All direct series records. Circos visualization ( Viridis colormap subset).
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All self series records. Circos visualization ( Viridis colormap).
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All self series records. Circos visualization (Viridis colormap subset).
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All help series records. Circos visualization (Viridis colormap).
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All help series records. Circos visualization (Viridis colormap subset).
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All 22 normal force and 22 promoted force overall records. Circos visualization (Viridis colormap).
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All 22 normal force and 22 promoted force overall records. Circos visualization — quartiles highlights.
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All 44 overall records. Hilbert curve — sixth order rectangles (from left to right, top row first: Viridis, Magma, Plasma and Inferno colormaps).
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All 44 overall records. Hilbert curve — sixth order polygons (from left to right, top row first: Viridis, Magma, Plasma and Inferno colormaps).
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All 44 overall records. Hilbert curve — sixth order polygons and points.
From left to right, top row first: Viridis and Plasma, Plasma and Viridis, Magma and Inferno, Inferno and Magma colormaps.
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From left to right, top row: all 22 normal force and 22 promoted force overall records. Hilbert curve — sixth order polygons (Magma colormap).
Bottom row: all 22 normal force and 22 promoted force overall records. Hilbert curve — sixth order polygons and segments (Plasma and Inferno, Inferno, and Plasma).
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From left to right (top row first): series— mate, capture, self-target-square and help-stalemate per-unit records. Hilbert curve — fifth order polygons (Inferno colormap).

H

e trReel Bulletin | Issue 13 |

December 2017 http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca 636


http://bulletin.chessproblems.ca/

All 44 records, all moves, Viridis All 44 records, all moves, Plasma
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All 44 records, all moves, Plasma colours by force All 44 records, all moves, Viridis colours by stipulation

Force
normal
promoted
Type
Status .
direct
capture
help
no capture
self

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 44 records, all moves, Magma colours by departure rank  All 44 records, all moves, Viridis colours by departure square

From
al cl el — gl
az c2 g2 — g2
a3 c3 el — g3

Rank a4 o4 ed — g4
1 a5 ch eh — gb

2 af cB el — gb

3 a7 c7 e7 — a7

4 ag c8 ed — g8

— 5 b1 d1 1 —h1
— B b2 dz2 f2 — h2
—7 b3 —d3— 13 — h3
— 8 b4 d4 f4 — h4
b5 — d5— 15 — h5

b db f6 — hi

by daf — 7 —nhvy

b8 —dg— 1@ — hg

All 44 records, all moves, Inferno colours by departure file All 44 records, all moves, Plasma colours by arrival square
To

al cl el — g1l

az c2 e2 — g2

a3 3 — a3 — g3

File a4 c4 ed — g4
a ab ch eh — gh

b a6 —— 6 —— &6 — g6

c a7 c7 e’ — a7

d as cl ed — g8
—e b1 d1—f — h1
—f b2 — d2—f2 — h2
— 4 b3 d3— 13 —h3
—h b4 — dd — 14 — h4

b5 d5 — B — h5
bé dé — f6 — hé
b7 df — 7 — h7
b8 d8 — 8 — hd

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 22 normal force records, all moves, Plasma colours by piece All 22 promoted force records, all moves, Plasma colours by piece

Pieces

Pieces

1.K 1.K
2.Q 2Q
IR IR
4B 4B
— 58§ — 55
— B.F — B.F

All 22 normal force records, all moves, Plasma colours by move number  All 22 promoted force records, all moves,Plasma colours by move number

Move number
150

125
100
75
50
25

Move number
200

175

150

125

100

75

50

25

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All direct records, all moves, Magma colours by piece All normal force direct records, all moves, Magma colours by piece

Pieces Pieces
1.K 1.K
2.Q 2.Q
IR IR
4B 4B
— 58§ — 55
— B.P — B.F
Pieces Pieces
1K 1K
2.Q 2.0
iR IR
4.B 4.B
— 55 — 5.8
— 6P — 6P

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 44 records, all bishop moves

All 44 records, all kKing moves

All 44 records, all queen, knight and pawn moves

All 44 records, all rook moves

Piece

Piece
5

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
642
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All 44 records, all King moves, colours by move number All 44 records, all bishop moves, colours by move number

Move number Move number

200 200
175 175
150 150
125 125
100 100
75 75
50 50
25 25

All 44 records, all rook moves, colours by move number All 44 records, all queen, knight and pawn moves

Move number
200
175
150
125
100
75
50
25

Move number
200
175
150
125
100
75
50
25

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 22 normal force records, Magma colours by piece

ser-=119 ser-IF124 ser-#128 ser-=139 Ser-F126

ser-n#12a ser-h+46 ser-n=153 ser-hzh8127

ser-s=114

ser-PW129 ser-RK121

ser-x61

December 2017 http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca 644
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All 22 promoted force records, Magma colours by piece

ser-F166

ser-1=173 ser-IF152 ser-#154 ser-+130

ser-n#153 ser-h+61 ser-hF136

ser-RK136 ser-sF156

— 4.B
— 58
— G.P

ser-sZc4202 ser-x83

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 22 normal force records, Magma colours by move humber

ser-=119 ser-IF124 ser-#128 ser-+110 ser-=139 ser-F126

ser-n#12a ser-h+46 ser-n=153 ser-hF127 ser-hx116 ser-hzh8127
Move number
150
125
100
ser-PW129 ser-RK121 ser-s#131 ser-s+127 ser-s=116 ser-sF125 75

ser-sx126 ser-sZall144 ser-x61 ser-Zh2129

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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All 22 promoted force records, Magma colours by move humber

ser-1=173 ser-IF152 ser-#154 ser-+130 ser-=154 Ser-F166

ser-n#153 ser-h+61 ser-n=161 ser-hF136 ser-hx126 ser-hze2205

Move number
200
175
150
125
100
75
50
25

ser-PWwa05 ser-RK136 ser-s#191 ser-s=198 ser-sF156

ser-sx199 ser-sZcd202 ser-x83 ser-Ze3208

R tRe] Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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Capture squares, all 44 records Capture squares, all normal force records Capture squares, all promoted force records

Capture squares, all direct records Capture squares, all self records Capture squares, all help records

factor(status)

capture

. no capture

e trReel Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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ARTICLES

Variations on a stalemate motif for contra-grasshopper and leaper

Op.1 Erich Bartel,
Adrian Storisteanu

Op.1 Impromptu. 1-4.V50f3-a8-b1-c8-h3 5.CGh4-h2 6-9.N50h3-c8-bl-
a8-f3 10.a8CG !=. The white V50 temporarily leaves its ideal spot at f3 in

Glossary

contra-grasshopper (CG) - moves and
captures like a grasshopper, but with a
contrarian streak: the CG must be intimately
adjacent to the hurdle to hop, but then it
lands as far as its heart desires on the line
beyond

flamingo (FL) — a long-legged (1,6) leaper.
Changes field colour with every step it takes

root-50 leaper (1/50) —a (5,5 or 1,7) leaper.
A root-50 leaper cannot change the colour of
the squares it stands on — unless benevolent
fairy conditions, such as circe rebirths, are in
effect

series-selfstalemate (ser-!=) — white plays a
series of consecutive moves until it gets itself
in stalemate.

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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P1340524. PDB (online), 1.10.2017

order to relocate CGh4, then rundlaufs its way back for wPa7’s promotion

into a symmetrical self-stalemate. Duet improvised on Die Schwalbe’s PDB.
BN 7, %/ _ ’ ’
%ﬁ/ ﬁ% O % Op.2 Crescendo. a) 1-3.50c7-h2-al-f6 4-5.CGe6-g6-d6 6-8.N50f6-al-
% % % 7 h2-¢7 9-10.CGd6-b8-h2 !=. As prelude — Op.1’s own majestic stalemate.
% %% %% %% 7 b) 1-5.N50c7-h2-a3-f8-g1-b6 6-7.CGb5-b7-b2 8-10.N50b6-g1-h8-c3
%7 %V %7 » 11.CGb2-h8 !=.
7 o 7 o 7 » ¢) 1-6.N50c7-h2-a3-f8-g1-h8-c3 7.CGe2-c5 8-10.450c3-h8-g1-b6
V % W/E% ’ 11-12.CGc5-a7-gl !=.
%% %% %% _ » d) 1-4.V50c7-h2-al1-b8-g3 5-8.CGh4-f2-f4-h2-¢5 9-11.V50g3-b8-al-f6
7 7 7 7 12-13.CGe5-g7-al !=. Note that twin d is actually Op.I’s diagram with the
% % 7 7 promotion £ a7— X a8 already played out (hence, a conceivable interesting
twin with, and bridge to, Op.1): it takes one move in Op.! (the final one) to
ser-1=10 promote wPa7, but here, with the promotion already carried out in the start,
2D = contra-grasshopper (CG) it takes notably longer to self-stalemate. And, of obstructional necessity,
I = root-50 leaper (1,7/5,5) (\50) this must be performed now in a quite different manner too.
Same key across all the parts, but two pairs of sharp echoes.
Op.2 Adrian Storisteanu,
Erich Bartel

— original for ChessProblems.ca Bulletin —

y
_

%7/

s

% 7 7 7

_% _% % % %%/
a) diagram ser-1=10 7,,
b) Zpe6—b5 ser-1=11 ’, , 3 ’, %// 0
c)speb—c2  ser- !ilz , 3 s %%
d)=spe6—h4 ser-1=13
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ARTICLES

The stalemate of Op.4 and Op.5:

Op.3 Adrian Storisteanu

— original for ChessProblems.ca Bulletin —

Op.3 Ostinato.
immobile CGs,

R R Bulletin | Issue 13 |
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. %;%;%’

B / /
/ / / /
7, / / /
////////
/ / / .

EoE %

ser-1=12
=P = contra-grasshopper (CG)
(] = flamingo (1,6 leaper) (FL)

—b) in a’s final position: piece b7—f7
—c¢) in b’s final position: piece c7—b8

a) 1-8.FLb1-h2-b3-h4-b5-h6-b7-c1-d7
9-10.CGc7-e7-b7 11.FLd7-cl 12.CGa7-d7 !=.

b) 1-8.FLc1-b7-h6-b5-h4-b3-h2-b1-c7
9-10.CGd7-b7-e7 11.FLc7-d1 12.CGf7-c7 !=.

c) 1.FLd1-c7 2.CGb8-d6 3.CGe7-b4
4.CGd6-b8 5-9.FLc7-b1-h2-b3-h4-b5
10.CGb4-b7 11.FLb5-h6 12.CGb8-bS !=.

"B
o
‘" ry

moEE

// o
o / ////

>
ol BN o
. | ///%/ /,

/

. 0 Wi / /
5y

%

/'/ / o\ W i
o0
7 7

The three-piece pattern is chameleonically echoed fourfold, in the
diagram + triad of solutions. Legato twinning.

Coda. Two more, harmonized by a common stalemate picture:

Op.4 Adrian Storisteanu Op.5 Adrian Storisteanu
— originals for ChessProblems.ca Bulletin —

The same stalemate scheme —
starved of adjacent hurdles,
blocking the leaper(s) —, now featuring a flamingo

o
\N

\
N

&
20 N\ N\

\

S

o

o' B e
s
" v

V.o . U

LR 7%@

\
\

&
\
@
\
x
\
k\
\
x\
\
k\

N\
k\
N
k\
\
k\

N
&
N
&
N N N
\ x\ x\ N
N
k\
N )
N
\
\k N
k\ k\

\ \
N\
&
N\ N\
& &
N
xk
\
@
\ \¥
N
N\
k\

U . ,4 o
BB . )

ser-1=15 ser-1=26

Q
@
N\

@

%

Op.4 1-6.FLg7-a6-g5-a4-g3-a2-g1 7.CGhl-al 8-14.FLgl-a2-
g3-ad-g5-a6-g7 rundlauf -h1 15.CGal-g7 !=. The diagram position
turns truly symmetrical in the finale. Platzwechsel CGhl«—FLg7.

Op.5 1-10.FLd1-c7-b1-h2-b3-h4-b5-h6-b7-c1-d7 11.CGe7-c7
12-16.FLd7-e1-f7-g1-h7-b6 17.CGc7-a5 18-19.FLb6-h5-b4
20.CGa5-c3 21-23.FLb4-h3-b2-a8 24.CGd4-b2 25-26.CGc3-al-g7
!=. Going gentle, and to greater lengths, into that good stalemate...

Adrian Storisteanu
Toronto, 24 November 2017
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RECENTLY
HONOURED
CANADIAN
COMPOSITIONS

Here’s a batch of compositions that have
been awarded since our last compilation in
Bulletin 9, August 2016.

Here’s all the usual suspects:

Jeff Coakley — Prince Edward Island
Francois Labelle — Montréal (
Thierry Le Gleuher — Montréal (
Charles Ouellet — Montréal (2
Cornel Pacurar — Toronto 1

1

3
2
2
8
0
Adrian Storisteanu — Toronto (10

)
)
)
)
)
)

Our guests of honour this time around:

Mykola Chernyavsky, Andrey Frolkin,
Axel Gilbert, lllo Krampis, Michael Lipton,
Paul Raican, Pascal Wassong.

December 2017

C116

Andrey Frolkin,

Jeff Coakley

A.Troitzky-150 MT, 2017 (retros)
Special Prize

SR
R% T
% % /%/

\

f oo
/t/R/K/A
. 87
RN

rebus

&
3&\

x\
\
k

Z

The task in a rebus is to determine the given position, and
if possible the last moves. Each letter represents a different
type of piece. Uppercase is one colour, lowercase the other.

C116 (Andrey Frolkin, Jeff Coakley):

Ucnpasnennas Bepcus. Kaxnpas OykBa mpencrasisieT
pasHbIi TUN QUrypsl. 3ariaBHbIE OYKBBI — OIWH IIBET. A
IIPOIIUCHBIE — JPYTOM.
CrnoxHast 3amava, TpeOylomass NPOBEPKH HECKOJIBKHX
NOJy4YaeMblX IO3ULMH Ha IpPeAMET HUX JETaJbHOCTH C
WCTIOJB30BAHMEM pEeTpoaHain3a. MHOXECTBO JIOXKHBIX
packpacok NpU €IMHCTBEHHON BEPHOM yKpallalT 3aaady.
[MpumevaTenbHO W TO, YTO B oxHOM u3 ciy4aeB (T — &,
MPONUCHBIE OYKBBI — 4YEpHBIE) TMONYy4aeTcsl IO3UIHS,
HeJIETAIbHOCTh ~ KOTOpOH  ciexyer  JOKa3blBaTh €
npusieueHueM npaswia (FIDE rule 5.2b), “meprtBas
MO3UIINS — UTPa HE TPOIOIKACTCS, €CITH TIPH JIFOOBIX X01ax
HU OJHA M3 CTOPOH HE  MOXET  3aMaToBaTh
npoTHUBONONIOKEHHYI0.  llogpoOHoe pemieHue 3amaud He
npuBojutcs. [IpaBuibHas packpacka: NPONUCHbIE OyKBBI —
6enbie, crpounsie — uepuble, T— H,R- 8, O - &, 1- &,
Z - &, K - . Ilocnenuuii xom ObuUI, HAIpHUMEp:
H foxe6+. (Judge Rustam Ubaidullaev)

The preliminary award was published in March 2017.

Here is the authors’ detailed solution.
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& =(1,Z) Only letters with one uppercase, one lowercase.

Ifl=%

O # ¥ (a5+, b6+, f2+) Triple check.
R # % (c6+, d3+) Both kings in check.
7+ (e5+, g4+) Both kings in check.
K # &

If K =¥ (f3+) check

O # H (a5+) Both kings in check.

R # E (c6+) Both kings in check.

T # A (c4+) Both kings in check.

Z + B (e5+, g4+) Three checks.

E = @? No letter can be rook.
T = (c4+) check
O # X (a5+) Impossible double check.
O # Q (b6+, f2+) Triple check.
O # & (d6+) Both kings in check.
O = % Pawn b6 must be white.

If black, impossible double check.

Uppercase = Black
R # ¥ (c6+) Impossible double check.
R # & (d3+) Both kings in check.

R=%
K # Q (f3+) Both kings in check.
K=H
Z=4

See diagram below. Retro-analysis based on dead reckoning
shows that this position is illegal.

>y

/é% Q%/%
Q/{@/:I:
;®= //

%//%%/

/g%/
///

tryl 1=

11+14

Forward play. The forced sequence of moves 1...Qxc4+
2.Qxcd+ Qxcd+ 3.Qxcd+ Kxc4 V2-V4 is stalemate. Therefore
the position is dead (FIDE rule 5.2b).
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Retro play. The last move was a capture on c4, other-
wise the black king was already in check from the queen
on c2. Black is missing two pieces: rook and dark-
square bishop. So the piece captured on the light square
c4 was a rook. That rook was checking the white king
and could have moved to c4 from a4, b4, or c3. If the
rook came from a4 or b4, it had to capture on c4,
otherwise White was already in check. However, there
are not enough missing pieces to explain a capture by
the rook on c4 (in addition to the captures required to
account for all the promoted pieces and passed pawns).
The position would be illegal. This means the previous
move by Black was the non-capture ...Rc3-c4+. And
the last move in the diagram could only be 1.Qa4xRc4+.

Dead reckoning. In the position before the last move,
with a black rook on c4 and a white queen on a4, all
possible move sequences lead to stalemate. Both
players must capture three times on c4. (The order of
captures by the white queens makes no difference.)
Therefore the diagram position was already dead before
the last move. Conclusion: The position cannot be
reached legally because of the “DR rule”.

1#2.

v7Z=3

I# % (c5+, e4+) Both kings in check.
O # % (d6+, g3+) Both kings in check.
T # & (b2+, e6+) Impossible double check.
R # ¥
If R =& (g6+) check
T # A (e6+) Both kings in check.
T+ A (b2+) Both kings in check.
T # & (f7+) Both kings in check.
T=12x
O # X (g3+) Impossible double check.
O+ Q (d6+) Both kings in check.
O # & (f2+) Impossible double check.
O = @? No piece can be assigned to O.

vK=%
IfT=2
I1# B (c5+, e4+) Both kings in check.

December 2017

I+#4

IfI=8

OR = (HH)?

O = E (g3+) R = &) (d3+) Both kings in check.

0 =4 (f2+) R = & (gb+) Impossible double check.
[=5&

R+ H

IfR= X (gb6+)

O = Q (d6+) Both kings in check.
R=8
0=H

See diagrams below (the same except for colours):

try 2 z=®T=ﬁ 11+14 try3 Z=% T=% 14+11

Try 2. White has an obtrusive light-square bishop
which could only have promoted on c8 or e8 (with
black pawns on b7, f7, h7). However, that is
impossible because it would require too many
captures, given the white pawns on b3, c2, c4, and
only two missing black pieces.

Try 3. There are not enough missing pieces to account
for the captures required by the pawn formation and
promotions. 7 pieces are missing: 2 white, 5 black.
White is missing a knight and a dark-square bishop.
One of them was captured on the c-file by a black
pawn. That leaves one white piece available for
capture elsewhere.

Black is missing a queen, knight, dark-square bishop,
and two pawns. Two were captured on the b-file and
e-file by white pawns, leaving three available for
capture elsewhere.

White has 7 pawns and an obtrusive light-square

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

bishop which had to promote on a8 or c8.

Black has three obtrusive pieces (light-square bishop
and two rooks) requiring three promotions, one on a
light square other than hl.

There are numerous ways to play the pawns in an
attempt to reach this formation, but all fail by at least
one capture. Therefore the position is illegal.

T+ %.

T+ 4
IFT = & (b2+) check
I# & (c5+, e4+) Three checks.
O # & (g3+) Both kings in check.
R # X (g6+) Both kings in check.
R = @? No letter can be rook.
T#&
If T = & (f7+) check
I1# B (c5+, e4+) Three checks.
O # X (g3+) Both kings in check.
R # 2 (g6+) Both kings in check.
R = @? No letter can be rook.
v T=E (e6+4) check

O # Q (d6+) Impossible double check.
O # & (f2+) Both kings in check.
v O =2 Pawn d6 must be white.
If black, impossible double check.

v Uppercase = White

R # & (d3+) Impossible double check.
vR=4
vI=5

Last move: 1.Rf6xe6+
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C118
C117 Andrey Frolkin,
Andrey Frolkin, Jeff Coakley
Jeff Coakley “My Key & Me”
Maridn KriZovensky 55 JT, Werner Keym 75 JT, 2017
2016 (others) (section B)

Honourable Mention

1st Honourable Mention

"
///E
y

%v// o
e e 5 =
E mnm

.11
o g Eilie

rebus, last 6 moves?

X
x
\
\

F %I%
%% £ s

rebus

C117 (Andrey Frolkin, Jeff Coakley):
There are five pairs of letters on the board: F/f I/i V/v
E/e S/s (‘fives’). Of these, only I/i occupy non-adjacent
squares. This means that they are kings.

If v is a queen or a bishop, the king on e2 is in illegal
check from vdl. Thus two options remain for V/v:
knight or rook. If this letter stands for a knight, E/e can
only represent a bishop — otherwise Ke2 is in illegal
check from Eel. The remaining vacancies are queen
and rook; in both cases (F/f = queen, S/s = rook or vice
versa) the kings are in check simultaneously, which is
impossible. Therefore, V/v = rook.

The king on c2 is in check; if e or s represents a queen,
the other king is also in check; hence one of these
letters is a knight and the other is a bishop. If Eel is a
knight, then Kc2 is in illegal double check from Rc1 and
Sel. So E/e = knight and S/s = bishop.

The only possibility remaining for F/f is to represent the
queens. Again the king on c2 is in double check, but
this time it is legal because the last move must have
been b2x 2/ Q /N cl=K ++.

December 2017

5+5

Toto je nieCo pre milovnikov krizoviek. Svoju
oblibent formu ,,puzzle* autori vtipne aplikovali na
tému turnaja. Som zvedavy, ako by si poradili s dvomi
Sestkami... / This is something for crossword lovers.
The authors have wittily applied their favorite form of
“jigsaw puzzle” to this tourney’s theme. I wonder how
they would have dealt with two sixes... (Judge Maridn
Krizovensky)

The tournament asked for anything featuring two 5s.
Closing date: April 4, 2016. Award distributed online
on June 29, 2017.

C118 (Andrey Frolkin, Jeff Coakley):

Losung: k=Laufer, e=Turm, y=Bauer, m=Konig;
Kleinbuchstaben = Weil}, Gro3buchstaben = Schwarz.
Zuletzt geschah 1.h5xBgb6e.p.++ g7-g5 2.Ke3xBd3+
e4xBd3e.p.++ 3.d2-d4 b6-b5+.

Ein iiberraschend vielfiltiges ,logisches Schach-
problem* mit nur vier Figurenarten LTBK alias KEYM
und sechs eindeutigen Einzelziigen, darunter zwei e.p.-
Schldgen. Besten Dank fiir das originelle Namensritsel.
(Judges Werner Keym and Thomas Brand)

Die Schwalbe’s 219th TT. Section B asked for retros
without fairy pieces or conditions with up to 16 pieces.
Closing date: February 22, 2017. Award was published
in Die Schwalbe 286, August 2017.

The authors’ solution:

& = (M,Y) Only letters with one uppercase, one
lowercase.
EK # & These letters are on 1st and 8th ranks.

fy=%

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

E # % H (b8+, g2+) Both kings in check.
E# Q (h7+?) Impossible check.

E=H

King on g6 is in check from €7.

K # ¥ Q (a4+) Both kings in check.

K # & (d6+) Impossible double check.

K = @? No piece can be assigned to letter K.
SoY#+#®

M=%

E # & (f1+, h1+) Both kings in check.

K # % (cl+, d6+) Both kings in check.

EK = (EAH)

One king (d3 or h6) is in check by E (Ehl+, Af1+, or
Hb2+); one king (d3 or h6) is in check by K (2 d6+,
Qcl+, or HE8+).

So there is necessarily a double check. The only way to
assign pieces for a legal double check is:

vE=H

vK=48

The last move had to be hSxgbe.p.++.
vY =2 In order to capture en passant on gb.
v Uppercase = Black Pawn g6 must be white.

v Last moves:

—1.h5xg6e.p.++ g7-g5

—2.Ke3xd3+ ed4xd3e.p.++

-3.d2-d4

A second en passant capture is the only way a double
check from a7 and e7 could occur when the white king
was on €3.

-3...b6-b5+

W Ww [ E W WD
¢ @ ® s M E W K
K M z% N I
o m PR
k7. 7, 7, / / /
/%/ ;/ /{ - / ?/ /{ -
4 ,é W JE =
7+9
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C119 C120

Francois Labelle Francois Labelle

The Problemist 2015-2016 Saint-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or
(retros) 2017 (retros)
Commendation ex- aequo 3rd Commendation

E

game that ends 8. anc2#‘7 PG 6 to bring a black rook
to c2
black maximummer,
black doesn’t capture

C119 (Francois Labelle):
1.f4d5 2.£5 Kd7 3.f6 Kd6 4.fxe7 BfS 5.e8Q Bxc2
6.Qad Ke5 7.d4+ Ked 8.Qaxc2#.

[Together with Alex Fishbein’s,] two length records
for unique proof games with given mating move. The
proof games themselves are not very interesting; this
was not the intention, but the nice programming result
together with the nice solving challenges is worth a
commendation for both problems. (Judge Silvio Baier)

Pretty mate after unexpected promotion by wfP rather
than dP or eP. Nearly gave it up — glad I didn’t. (Cedric
C. Lytton, as Problemist solver)

See Francois’s article, Game-determining moves in
The Problemist, March 2016, about synthetic games
which end in “checkmate moves written in algebraic
notation that uniquely determine the game with no
additional conditions”. Here the last move uses dis-
ambiguation (“a specification of the file and/or rank of
departure of the moving piece”) for a new length record.

RIFACE 2017, Saint-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or. Le con-
cours Rétro demandait des Parties Justificatives dans
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lesquelle un camp, blanc ou noir, était contraint de jouer
les coups les plus longs (maximum) et n’avait pas le
droit de capturer. Comme la tradition le veut depuis
quelques années, le jugement était collégial, aux bons
soins des problémistes présent a Saint-Germain.

C120 (Francois Labelle):
(Amener une Tour noire en ¢2 en seulement 6 coups ?
Maximum, Sans prise pour les Noirs)

La traditionnelle composition informatique de
Francgois Labelle gardait un aspect humain. Elle était
d’ailleurs plaisante a résoudre. Comment amener si vite
une Tour en ¢2 ?
l.c4 A¢6 2.%¢2 Ad4 3.%xh7 AbS 4.%h4 Eh5
5.¢xb5 Ec5 6. %g5 H¢2.

Et la solution est unique ! (Tourney’s award)

27, U %

7,

) )
O e
o

/// K

With the problem presented in this manner (just a bR
on c2 in an otherwise empty diagram), Francois wonders
whether a possibly better stipulation might actually be
“PG 6, add pieces”!?

C121 (Pascal Wassong, Thierry Le Gleuher, Axel
Gilbert):

Les deux problemes suivants reposent sur le blocage
simultané de deux Cavaliers pour permettre une avancée
de Pions, apreés quoi les deux Cavaliers rentrent dis-
cretement a la maison. Les démolitions se sont avérées
nombreuses car les «cages» a Cavaliers possibles sont
multiples. Plus pur dans sa stratégie (les Blancs ne
jouent que des coups thématiques), le Deuxieme Prix est
une oeuvre collective.

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

1.23 A6 2.53d4 AéS 3.50¢6 a6 4.50b8 ¢6

5.5a3 Wb6 6.20¢4 Wb3 7.5Ha5 Acgd 8.a4 Wb5
9.29b3 g5 10.50¢5 M g7 11.5H¢é4 K5 12.50¢3 A7
13.59b1 d6 14.50d7 &Af6 15.265 0-0 16.5)3 ¥h8
17.gl.

La cage en a5 est un défi pour les solutionnistes. Noter
que les deux chemins de retour sont différents des trajets
aller. (Tourney’s award)

C121

Pascal Wassong,

Thierry Le Gleuher, C122

Axel Gilbert Thierry Le Gleuher

Saint-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or Saint-Germain-au-Mont-d’Or
2017 (retros)
3rd Prize

2017 (retros)
2nd Prize

%

&
&

%

{ﬁé zﬁéﬁ/ﬁ fibid i hig i
""" % 7R Z % 7R Z
E@ﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬁ NI E
PG 16.5 16+16 PG 19.5 15+16

white maximummer,
white doesn’t capture

white maximummer,
white doesn’t capture

C122 (Thierry Le Gleuher):

Dans le Troisieme Prix, on retrouve la cachette en b8,
mais I’autre nécessite un jeu de la Tour blanche. Le petit
switchback de la Dame entre h2 et gl est une plaisante
délicatesse.
1.M3 A¢6 2.50€5 Ad4 3.50¢6 a6 4.5b8 ¢6
5.0¢3 Wre7 6.564 Wrxh2 7.03g3 Wgl 8.5 h6 Wh2
9.52d6h5 10.52h6 g6 11.50h1 Wrg3 12.a4 Wd3
13.5g3 8 g7 14.064 K65 15.90¢3 & ¢7 16.b1 d6
17..2d7 €d8 18.5¢5 Ré6 19..Hf3 &¢8 20.0¢l.
(Tourney’s award)
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C123 C124
Charles Ouellet Charles Ouellet
The Problemist 2015/1 The Problemist 2015/11

6th Honourable Mention
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The Problemist’s 2015 twomovers were of such a
high standard, the judge (“I struggled with the ranking
of an excess of excellent problems...”) decided to have a
separate award for each half of the year.

C123 (Charles Ouellet):

1.e4? (>2.Qxb1/2.Qe2) 1...Qxe4 2.Qxbl;

l...Bxe4 2.Qe2; 1...Sd2/Sxc3 2.Q(x)d2;, but 1...Qxc4!
1.e3! (>2.Qe2/2.Qf2)

1...Qxe3 2.Qf2; 1...Bxe3 2.Qe2;

1...8d2 2.Qxd2; 1...Bc2 2.Rhl.

It’s difficult to make more of this doubling of an
English Nowotny, but the limited mates are skilfully
contrived. 1.e4? is the ‘obvious’ first move — but 1.e3!
brings its own surprises. It’s a novel English Nowotny
for the record! (Judge Barry P. Barnes)

C124 (Charles Ouellet):
1.b3? (>[1...Ka3] 2.Sc2)
I...Qe4 2.Bd6, but 1...Re5!
1.0-0-0! (>2.Bel)
1...Qc4+ 2.Sc2;
1...Qxh4 2.Bd6;
1...Se4 2.Rd4.
I like the novelty of the capricious nature of this
curious mate-transference effect: 2.Sc2 is threatened
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but refuted by a pin, castling denies 2.Sc2 by self-
pinning, and 2.Sc2 is realised anew by unpin! (Judge
Barry P. Barnes)

C126
C125 Mykola Chernyavsky,
Charles Ouellet Charles Ouellet
StrateGems 2015 StrateGems 2016
3rd Honourable Mention Commendation
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C125 (Charles Ouellet):

1.S¢7? (2.Se8#) e5!; 1.5¢37? (2.Qe5[A]/Rxf3#[B]),
1...Rxc3/Qxc3/Rf2/Qb5 2.Qe5/Rxf3/Qxd8[C]/Sd5#,
1..Rd5!

1.Sd4! (2.Qe5[A]/Qxd8#[C]), 1...Rxd4/Qxd4/Rxad/
Sc6,Sf7 2.Qe5/Qxd8/Rxf3[B]/Rxe6#.

In the try and in the play, the far-apart Sb5 unpins the
black queen and interferes with one of the black rooks
thus effectuating an English Nowotny. Each time there
are two total defences with regard to the double threat,
which either have an (un)pinning effect or entail a mate
where the key piece is further involved. Another try by
the white knight on c¢7 functions out of the box and is of
low added value. Though not a predecessor, the
occasion is favourable to recall a masterpiece in this
subject area — 1. Kisis, 64, 1975, 1st Prize, Kb6 Qb5
Rf6d6 Ba7h3 / Kc8 Qg4 Rh5el Bdl Pb7f7¢c5b3 (649),
1.Rf57 Re7!, 1.Rfe6!. (Judge Hubert Gockel)

C126 (Mykola Chernyavsky, Charles Ouellet):
1..Bxc6[a] 2.Bxg6#[A], 1...f2[b] 2.Qe2#[B];
1.Rxg6? (2.Qf5#), 1...Bd7[c] 2.Re6#[C], 1...Bxg6[d]
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2.Bxg6#[A], 1...Se7!,

1.Bxf4? (2.Qe5#), 1...Kxd4[e] 2.Qd5#[D], 1...Kxf4[f]
2.Rg4#[E], 1...Sxc6!

1.Sb3! (2.Sc5#), 1..Kd3/Ke3 2.Qxf3#, 1...Bf2 2.Sxd2#
[1.Se6? (2.Sc5#) Bf2!].

Rather than ‘double radical change’ as the composers
call it, I see the problem as different pairs of Black
defences with different White mates from set play to
1.Rxg6? and 1.Bxf4? It is ingenious and ambitious, but
it’s not convincing. The problem fizzles out post-key
with too much Black force left idle. I did not like
1..Kd3 and 1...Ke3 for the same mate, 2.Qxf3#, and I
see no special merit in try-play squares c6 and {2 being
revisited. B.P. Barnes Die Schwalbe Comm. 1959 is an
earlier example. (Judge Barry P. Barnes)

C127 C128

Mykola Chernyavsky, Charles Ouellet
Charles Ouellet Problemist Ukrajiny
StrateGems 2016 17th TT, 2016
Commendation Ist Commendation
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C127 (Mykola Chernyavsky, Charles Ouellet):
1.Qd67? (2.Qb4#), 1...Ba3/Bb2 2.Sxd2#, 1...Ra4/Rc5
2.5(x)c5#, 1..RbS5!,
1.d6? (2.Qc4#) Rd5![a],
1.f67 (2.Qg4#), 1..Rh4/Rg5 2.S(x)g5#, 1...Rf5![b],
1.Bf4? (2.Qxe5#), 1...Rxd5[a] 2.Qxd5#[A], 1..Rxf5[b]
2.Qxf5#[B], 1...Bb2!
1.Bd4! same.

Again, these composers aim high to have White tries
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playing from the squares (d5 and f5) on which Black
will make refutations and White will mate. It’s
ingenious but lacks dynamic. (Judge Barry P. Barnes)

C128 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Qd3? Bf5! Asrtop Bka3ye nBi crpoOu 3 IIaxoMm:
1.Rh2?7+ Kgl 2.Qf1#, 1..Kf3! ta 1.Rgl+? Kxgl/Kf3
2.Qf1/Rg3#, 1..Kh3!, mo pazom 3 po3s’sizkom 1.f3! -
2.Qf1# nemoncTpye nepeminy matiB 1...Kxf3 2.0-0#.
(Judge Mykola Chernyavsky)

The twomover section of the 17th TT for miniatures
required the key to be a white piece (or pawn) sacrifice.

C129
Charles Ouellet C130
Problemist Ukrajiny Charles Ouellet

17th TT, 2016
3rd Commendation

Problem Observer 2016
2nd Commendation
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C129 (Charles Ouellet):

Tpwu Bigomi BapianTw inro30pHOi rpu 1...Bc6/Bd5/Bed
2.Qxc6/Qxd5/Qxed# 3MIHIOIOTBCS TICHSA IaXa Ha JiBa
Matu B aificHiii rpi 1.Bf3+! Bxf3/Kxf3 2.Qh3/0-04#.
(Judge Mykola Chernyavsky)

C130 (Charles Ouellet):
1.c8Q! (>2.Bb7-any except c8).

The magazine’s awards are determined by the grades
its readers give the problems.

Not at all obvious, with near tries. (Dr C. Grupen, as
Observer solver)
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C132
C131 Charles Ouellet
Charles Ouellet Maridn KriZovensky 55 JT,
Uppsala 2016 2016 (orthodox)
2nd Prize 5th Prize
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C131 (Charles Ouellet):
Pa var och en av vits sex olika forsok till schackar har

svart sex precisa forsvar: 1.Dxed4+? Txed! (inte Kxc5

2.Tb5#), 1.fxed4+? Txed!, 1.Td7+? Dd6! (inte Txd7
2.fxed#), 1.La2+ Dxa2!, 1.Sxe7+? Sxe7!, 1.Sxf6+?
Sxf6!

Efter 16sningen: 1.Le5! som hotar 2.Dd4# aterkommer
alla dessa olika schackar denna gang nu ocksd som
mattdrag beroende pa vilken av svarts sex (!) pjdser som
véljer att sla 16paren pa e5, alltsd: 1.— Kxe5 2.Dxe4#,
1.— fxe5 2.fxed#, 1.— Txe5 2. Td7#, 1.— Dxe5 2.La2#,
1.— S6xe5 2.Sxe7#, 1.— S4xe5 2.Sxf6#.

Listigt komponerad och imponerande innehallsrik!
(Judge Kaj Engstrom)

The actual play reintroduces six checking tries as the
mates to six defences on the same square. The black
refuting unit in the try fails to prevent mate due to
interference in the first three variations and decoy in the
last three.

Laurent Bouchez’s twomover was my inspiration. With
only one extra wB, I was able to rework its matrix to
add a sixth variation. Only four of its five variations are
matching a checking try.

Murray Marble’s is still an unsurpassed achievement,
with six self-blocks on the same square and a seventh
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variation after 1.— Kxe4 showing a nice pin-mate. Only
one of the seven variations in the actual play is not
introduced by a checking try (1.— dxe5 2.Dd8#).
(Author)

The Swedish Chess Championship Composing
Challenge, Uppsala 2016, asked for direct-movers with
a position as materially balanced as possible, as if taken
from a regular chess game. Closing date: May 31 2016.
The award was published in Springaren 141, September
2016.

Laurent Bouchez
6678. Phénix 231,

Sept. 2013

A

%,I &%//

//%g'

Murray Marble
1st Prize
La Stratégie 1908

#2 1.Bd5! (>2.Qc4) #2 1.Be4! (>2.Qxd5)
C132 (Charles Ouellet):
1.Sed6! (>2.e4)
1.—cxb3 2.c4#, 1.— Sxe2 2.Rxe5#,
1.— Be3 2.Sxe3#, 1.— Bbl 2.bxc4#.

Canadian variation on a Slovak theme in one phase:
5-point cyclic Ceara in exact form, where the 5 thematic
defence motifs in the right order produce 5 thematic
variations linked in 5 consecutive pairs, each displaying
a distinctive feature.
Definition of the Ceara theme in its exact form: against
a wP threatening mate on the fourth rank from its game
array square, black defends in the five following ways:

i. pinning this wP,

ii. capturing this wP,

iii. occupying its mating square,

iv. interfering this wP on the third rank, and

v. guarding its mating square.

1.—e4 2.fxed#,
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Distinctive features of each pair of variations:

A-B: black captures a different wP used to mate,

B-C: white captures the same bP while mating,

C-D: white captures the black defender while mating,

D-E: both bPs unguard a mating square while
defending,

E-A: both wPs pin-mate on the same mating square.
Unity in this composition is also achieved through some
contrasts occurring mainly between defence motifs
(DM) and harmful effects (HE). Black unblocks a
mating square (HE) in A, while it blocks the threat
mating square (DM) in C. Black opens a white line
(HE) in B, while it closes the threat white line (DM) in
D. Finally, in A and E the result is the same for black
whether Xc4 is capturing £b3 or is being captured by
it. (Judge Marian KriZovensky)

The tournament required any theme including at least
2x5 or 5+5 arbitrary elements. Closing date: April 4,
2016. Award distributed online on June 29, 2017.

C133
Charles Ouellet C134
Problemist Ukrajiny Charles Ouellet

18th TT, 2017
Commendation

Islam Kazimov-65 JT, 2017
8th Commendation
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C133 (Charles Ouellet):

a) 1.Qg87 - 2. Qg5#, 1...Sg7!
1.Qg2! - 2.Qg5#

1...Sg3 Kh4/h6 2.Qh3/Qg4#;
b) 1.Qg2? - 2.Qg5#, 1...Sg3!
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1.Qg8! - 2. Qg5#
1...Sg7/h6,Kh4 2.Qxh7/Qgd#.

XoTs MaTel B ¢azax HE MEHSIOTCS, 3a7ada XOpOIIo
CMOTPHTCS, OJIaroaapsi raApMOHUYHBIM OJIM3HEIIAM.
(Judge Nikolay Belchikov)

The twomover section of the 18th TT for miniatures
asked for white to unpin a pinned black piece (or pawn)
which then makes at least one move.

C134 (Charles Ouellet):

*1...Kxc5 2.Qc3#.

1.c77 (2.Qxe5#) 1...d6/d5 2.Se6#,
1...Kxc5/e4(Bd5)/Qxc7/Se3 2.Qc3/R(x)d5/Qxb4/Qxe3#
1...Bed!;

1.Bf7? (2.Rc4#), 1...d5 2.Se6#,
1...Kxc5/Qb5/Se3 2.Qc3/Qxe5/Qxe3#

1...Bd5!;

1.Se7? (2.Rc4#), 1...d5 2.Se6#,
1...e4(Bd5)/Qb5/Se3 2.R(x)d5/Qxe5/Qxe3#
1...Kxc5!

1.Rd8! (2.Se6#)

1...d6/d5 2.Qxe5/Rcd#,

1...Kxc5/Bd5/Se3/Qd6 2.Qc3/Rxd5/Qxe3/Qxb4#.

Theme of 10th WCCT, where the mate Se6 appears in
the tries after anticipatory unpinning. Nice familiar
Dombrovskis effect on the mate Qxe5 as well after
black pawn defence on d6. The play, although thematic,
is somewhat spread and not focused. (Judge Evgeni
Bourd)

Based on a well known matrix, the double le Grand
theme is shown here with a provided flight and four
thematic lines. (Author)

C135 (Charles Ouellet):

*1...Kxg8 (Bctym mix 6iit Garapei) 2.Rf8#,

1...B~ (BiAKpUTTS MiHIiT A7 aKTUBAIi] HETIPSIMOi
Gatapei) 2.Rxh7#.

1.Dg2!

1...Kxg8 (camo3B’s:3yBanHs) 2.Rf8#,

1...B~ (BigkpuTT4 MiHii 6inux ¢iryp) 2.Rxh7#,
1...R~ (3HaTTS KOHTpOIIO) 2.QXg7#.
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ABTOp YCKIaIHUB 33JaHy TeMy 3MIiHOI0 JBOX
NOoCIa0MIoI0YNX MOTHBIB. {1 MiHIaTIOpW HempocTa
pid. (Judge Vasyl Markovtsy)

The miniatures tourney required post-key play that
involves at least three black moves, each with a different
weakening effect.

C136 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Rg2!

1...Kf3 (xig mix 6iit 6arapei) 2. Kd4#
1...Kxd3 (Buunmienns minii) 2.Ra3#
1...S~ (3HATTS KOHTpOINIO) 2.Rg3#.

KpacuBa 3amada 3 XOpOmIMM BCTYITHAM XOJZIOM 3
HaJaHHSIM BITBHOTO TOJS Ta XEPTBOIO Qirypu. Aue
HENpPUEMHA HASBHICTh YaCTKOBOTO IONEpPEIHHUKA
yacpdb.org/#130059 [Ernd Szentgyorgyi, Magyar Sakk-
vildg 1930, Kd2 Ra2a5 Bel Sb2 / Kb3 pa6 (5+2), #2 —

1.R2a4!]. (Judge Vasyl Markovtsy)
C135 C136
Charles Ouellet Charles Ouellet

Problemist Ukrajiny
19th TT, 2017
2nd Prize

Problemist Ukrajiny
19th TT, 2017
Commendation

V V V

Y

C137 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Lh8? (2.Te5#)

1.— cxd3 2.Te5+ Kf4 3.De3# (3.— Lxe3??)

1.— Lxe3 2.Dxe3 ~ 3.De5#

1.—Lg7!72.Dxg2! (3.Df1#) Lh6?/Le5!? 3.De4 oder
Te5/Txe5#
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aber 1.— Lf4! (2.Dxg2!? [3.Ded#] Le5!?/Lxe3!!

3. Txe5#/77)

1.Dxg2? (2.Ded#) 1.— Lxe3!

1.Sb2! (2.Dbl+ Kf4 3.Ded#)

1.— Lxe3 2.Dxe3 ~ 3.De5#

1.— Kf4!? 2.Dxg2! (2.Le5+? Kf5 3.Db1+ Ke6!) Kxe3
(2.— Lxe37?) 3.Ld2#.

Der ungewohnliche Versuch, in einem logischen
Schaltmechanismus (Brunner-Dresdner) seine Majestit,
den schwarzen Konig als Umschaltfigur einzusetzen,
verdient Anerkennung. Es erweist sich als schwierig,
die Idee fiir den Loser plausibel darzustellen (zum
Beispiel durch Doppelsetzung); zudem steht hier viel
Material in der Losung untitig herum. (Judge Michael
Keller)

Closing date: October 4, 2015. The award booklet
was published in May 2016.

C138
C137 Charles Ouellet,
Charles Ouellet Michael Lipton
Hermann Weifsauer MT,
2015 (threemovers)
3rd Commendation

Problem Observer 2015-16
(three- & moremovers)
3rd Commendation
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C138 (Charles Ouellet, Michael Lipton):
1.Rd4! (>2.Kb3).

Comments from the solvers (who grade the problems
for the award): Classic fourfold grab. (B. Stephenson)
Total accuracy. (C. J. Morse) Horse butcher! (Dr C.
Grupen)
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C139 C140

Charles Ouellet Charles Ouellet
ded. to John Francis Ling  Problemist Ukrajiny
StrateGems 2016 17th TT, 2016
Commendation Prize

1
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C139 (Charles Ouellet):
1.bxa7? (2.Rb8 ~ 3.Sc4#)
l...exdl ~ 2.Sc4+ Kxb3 3.Ba2#
1...d2!
1.Sxd3? (2.Qxe2)
1...exd1~ 2.Qxd1 ~/axb3 3.Ra2/Rxa7#
1...Kxb3!
1.Qg1! (2.Qc5+ Kxb3 3.Qb4#)
1...exd1Q 2.Qxd1 ~/axb3 3.Sc4/Rxa7#
1...1Q 2.Sc4+ Kxb3 3.Ba2#
1...Kxb3 2.Qg8+ Ka3 3.Qa2#
1...Sc6 2.Rxad+ Kxb3 3.Qg8#.

Judge: Jim Grevatt.

Two variations with different Q promotions of the
same bP to foil the threat by pinning the wQ.
The idea was inspired by J. F. & A.Ling, Chess March
1956, Kal Qbl Rd7 Rh6 Be4f8 Sb8hl / Kb6 Ra7
Pa5b5b7c6d2e2f2g2 (8+10), #2 — 1.Bxc6! (2.Bc6b-~,
2.Qxb5). Whereas in the twomover the second threat is
unnecessary, 1 decided to exploit it in my threemover.
(Author)
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C140 (Charles Ouellet):
1.Qb8? zz
1..Ra8 a 2.Qxb7#
1..b6 b 2.Qxb6#
1...Kxb5!
1.Qh5? Ra8 a 2.Ra5+ A Kb6 3.Qc5#
1..b6!b
1.Rc57? (2.Qb5#)
1..Ra8 a 2.Qxa8+ Kbb6 3.Qa5#
1..b6! b 2.Ra5+ A
2...Kxa5 3.Qad# model mate
2...bxa5 3.Qc6# model mate
2..Kb7!
1.Rb47 (2.Qb5# & 2.Qad#)
1..b6! b 2.Qc6 (3.Rad# & 3.Qxb6#)
2..Re7+!
1.Qd7! zz
1...Ra8 a 2.Qxb7#
1..b6 b 2.Ra5+ A
2...Kxa5 3.Qad# model mate
2...bxa5 3.Qc6# model mate.

This is one of very few entries where the thematic

move occurs in the second move, and not in the key.
The thematic play actually also occurs in one of the tries
— but here, black can avoid capturing the rook and gets
away with the king. This try gives an explanation to the
seemingly very modest key, which prevents the black
king’s escape attempt.
Apart from this, the author has also achieved model
mates in both thematic variations — most impressive! —
and also some interesting tries. The short mate in the
non-thematic variation during the actual play is a
weakness, but not one that I would categorize as serious.
All in all, this entry is very good, and well worth a Prize.
Congratulations! (Judge Ingemar Lind)

The threemover section of the miniatures TT asked
for an active multi-sacrifice: in the key or in at least one
variation, white makes an active sacrifice of a piece (or
pawn), which can then be captured by at least two black
pieces.
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C141

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
17th TT, 2016

3rd Honourable Mention

7 7 7
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C142

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
19th TT, 2017

3rd Commendation
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C141 (Charles Ouellet):

1...Kal 2.Qxb3 (3.Qa2# & 3.Qa3#) Bxcl 3.Qa2#
1.Bc2? (2.Qxb3+ Kxcl 3.Qbl1# & 2.Rb1+ Ka2/Ka3
3.Qa4,Qxb3/Qxb3#)

1..Bxcl 2.Qxb3+ Kal 3.Qbl1#

1...Bc3 2.Rb1+ Ka2/Ka3/Kxc2
3.Qa4,Qxb3/Qxb3/Qd3#)

1...bxc2 2.Rxc2+ Kal,Kb1/Ka3 3.Qa2/Ra2#
1..Kxcl! 2.Qxb3? (3.Qb1#) Bd2-~!

1.Ba2! (2.Q0xb3+ Kxcl 3.Qbl# & 2.Rb1+ Kxa2,Ka3
3.Qxb3#)

1...Bxcl 2.Qxb3+ Kal 3.Qbl#

1...Ba5,Bb4,Bel 2.Rb1+ Kxa2,Ka3 3.Qxb3#)
1..Kxa2 2.Qad+ Kb2 3.Qal#

1...bxa2 2.Rc2+ Kal,Kb1/Ka3 3.Qxa2/Rxa2#

Another fine entry, with a nice, harmonical way of
showing the theme. The try 1.Bc2? is also very good.
Unfortunately, though, there is a double threat after the
key, which prevents this entry from being ranked even
higher. Still, it is very good, and well worth an
Honourable Mention! (Judge Ingemar Lind)

C142 (Charles Ouellet):
1. h4! (2.Qg5#)
1...Kh6 2.h5! (3. Qg6#) Kxh5 3.Rh1#

December 2017

1...Se4 2.Qg7 Kxh4/S~ 3.Rh1/Qg5#
(1...Kxh4 2.Rh1#)

Very forced play in the thematic variations and, also,
the key threatens a short mate. As in the other commen-
dations, the thematic piece is a pawn. The variation
1...Se4, where black is put in zugzwang and the sacrifice
is repeated (though passively), is however quite nice,
and this increases the value of this entry a bit. Also, I
think it is good that both the queen and the rook are used
as mating pieces in different variations, and that the
black king is mated on three different fields. This also
adds some value to this entry, and thereby grants it a
Commendation. (Judge Ingemar Lind)

The threemover section of the miniatures tourney
asked for a repeated active sacrifice: the key is an active
piece sacrifice, which black declines; white actively
sacrifices the same piece at least once more, without
capturing a black piece in either case.

C143
Charles Ouellet C144
Problemist Ukrajiny Charles Ouellet

20th TT, 2017 3rd Tourney FRME, 2017

Spemal Honourable Mention 7th Commendatlon

(C143 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Bc7? - 2. Rg8#, 1...f4 2.Rg8+ Kh2 3.Bxf4#, 1...h2!
1.Bf47 - 2. Rg8#, 1...h2 2.Rh8 - 3.Rh2#, 2...h1Q!
1.Bh2? Kxh2 2.Kf3 - 3.R8a2#, 1...f4!

1.R8a77? - 2. Rg7#, 1...t4 2. Rg7+ Kh2 3.Bxf4#, 1...h2!
1.R8a57? f4 2.Rg5+ Kh2 3.Bxf4#, 1...h2!

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

1.R8a3! - 2.Bf4 h2 3.Rg3#, 1...f4 2.Bxf4 h2 3.Rg3#.

Though there is only a single thematic variation of the
real play, this problem is worthy of an award because of
its lively and varied try play by the rook and the bishop.
There are no less than four tries with three thematic
moves, albeit with Ra8-g8 and Bb8-f4 recurring several
times, plus another one with two thematic moves.
(Judge Stefan Felber)

The #3 section of the miniatures tourney asked for at
least three long-range (across a neighbouring square)
moves by white line pieces in a variation.

C144 (Charles Ouellet):
1.b6! - 2.bxa7+ Kxa8 3.Qb7#, 1...Bxb6 2.Qxb6+ Kxa8
3.Qb7#, 1...Kxa8 2.b7+ Kb8 3.bxc8Q,R#, 1...Rxc7
2.bxc7+ Kxa8/Kc8 3.Qb7/Qeb#.

Urpa Oatapen Q+P, HO oueHb mpsMonuHeHas U 0e3
oco0bIx u3bIcKOB. (Judge Aleksandr Sygurov)

C145

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
17th TT, 2016

2nd Prlze
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C146

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
17th TT, 2016

3rd Prize
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C145 (Charles Ouellet):

1...Bh3 2.b7 (~ 3.Ra8#) 2...Bxc8 3.bxc8Q#

1...Bb7 2.Bxb7 Kxb7 3.Kd7 Kb8 4.Kc6 Kc8 5.Ra8#
1.Ra8+? Kxa8 2.Kc7 (~ 3.b7+) Bhl 3.b7+ (3...Ka7
4.b8Q#) 2...Bxb7 4. Bxb7+ Ka7 5.b6# — uneanbublii
Mar.
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Ho 1...Bxa8!
1.b7! (~ 2.Ra8#) 1...Bxb7 2.Bxb7 Kxb7 3.Kd7 Kb8
4 Kc6 Kc8 5.Ra8# — nneansHbIN MaT.

AKTUBHasg  JKepTBa cJOHAa B  IOJIHOLEHHOM
WIJTIO30PHOM WIpe M I[accHBHAas J>KEpTBa CJOHA B
KOPOTKOM WIITII030pHOM urpe. JIBe aKTHUBHbBIE KEPTBbI
manekd M aKTHBHAS JKEPTBAa IENIKH B TIOJHOIICHHOM
JIOKHOM CJIeie C HICAIbHBIM MaTOM.  AKTHUBHBIE
JKEPTBHI MEIIKA U CIIOHA B JIEHCTBUTEIHLHOM PEIICHUU C
nneanbHBIM MaToM. (Judge Valery Barsukov)

The moremover section of the 17th tourney asked for
four- to sixmover miniatures featuring no less than two
sacrifices of white pieces (or pawns).

C146 (Charles Ouellet):

1...Ka5 2.Sa2 bxa2 3.Kc5 al~ 4.b4# — npaBuibHBIH
MaT

1.Sa2+? Ka5 2.Kc5 bxa2 3.b4#

Ho 1...bxa2!

1.aS! Kxa$ 2.Sa2 bxa2 3.Kc5 al~ 4.b4# — nmpaBribHBIN
Mar.

JIBe aKTHBHBIC XCEPTBbl KOHS M aKTUBHAs JKEPTBa
TMENIKY B TIOJTHOIEHHON WIITIO30PHOM UIpe U PEIICHUH U
JIBE AKTHUBHBIC MEPTBBI KOHS B KOPOTKOM JIOXKHOM
ciene. (Judge Valery Barsukov)

C147

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
17th TT, 2016

5th Commendation

C148

Charles Ouellet
Problemist Ukrajiny
19th TT, 2017

2nd Prize

December 2017

C147 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Kc7? (~ 2.Rxb8#) Rxc8+! 2.Kxc8? — mar!

1.a6! (~ 2.Kc7)

1...bxa6 2.Kc7 (~ 3.Rxb8#) Rxc8+ 3.Kxc8 a5 4.b7+
Ka7 5.b8Q+ Kab6 6.Qb7# — uneanbHplii MaT
1...Rxc8+ 2.Kxc8 bxa6 3...b7+ Ka7 4.b8Q#

AKTHUBHEIE JKEPTBBI IICIIKU B IMOJITHOIIEHHOM BapHaHTE
pelIeHus, 3aBeplIAlOEMCS HJe€albHBIM MaToM, H
KOPOTKOM BapHaHTE PEUICHUS; TPH MACCUBHBIE KEPTBBI
nmaapu (Mo aBTOpY!) B JIOKHOM CJIENIE W BapUaHTax
pemenus. (Judge Valery Barsukov)

C148 (Charles Ouellet):

1.Kxc2? 1...a3 2.f7 Kxa2 3.f8Q Kal 4.Qxa3#
1...Kxa2! (Monkey theme)

1.g7!

1...a3 2.g8R Kxa2 3.Rg3 Kal 4.Rxa3# model mate
1...Kxa2 2.g8Q+ Kal 3.Qa8 (3...Ka2 4.Qxad# model
mate), 3...a3 4.Qxa3#

2...Ka3 3.Qb8 (3...Ka2 4.Qb2#)

The only awarded entry with only pawns, it is graded
on the basis of two different promotions and the varied
checkmates. (Judge Daniel Perone)

Required were #4 — #6 miniatures with a white pawn
and a black pawn in the diagram position.

C149 C150

Charles Ouellet Charles Ouellet
Problem Observer 2015 Problem Observer
(other types) 34th TT, 2017

2nd Honourable Mention

255
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1st Prize ex-aequo

= 7 7o
/:/:/
A1 4

Z

b)%?a2—>a8 s#3  true circe
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C149 (Charles Ouellet):
a) 1.c5 Bb7 2.Kc4 Se2 3.Bb4 Bab#;
b) 1.Kc5 Bf7 2.Kc6 Sa4 3.Bd6 Be8#

The problem also received the Claus Grupen prize,
for the best miniature not in the prize list. “Other types”
covers everything that’s not orthodox direct-mover.

Exact rotated echo, beautifully done and not too easy
to see with the bK so near the left-hand board edge. (Dr
Cedric C. Lytton, as Problem Observer solver)

C150 (Charles Ouellet):
1.c4 dxcde.p.[+wSc2] 2.Bf4+ Kxf4[+wScl] 3.Sd3+
Rxd3[+wSbl1J#.

Judge: John F. Ling.

In true circe a captured piece is reborn as in regular
circe, but always as a knight.

Why true (straight from the horse’s mouth): “I have
been wondering why the Circe mechanism was so
called. Perhaps the rebirth of a piece on its starting
square corresponds to the changing back to human form
of those of Odysseus’ men whom Circe had changed
into pigs, as described in Odyssey Book 10. But perhaps
a closer approximation would be the earlier transfor-
mation from human to animal. Admittedly, there is no
pig among the chess men, but there is a horse, and no
doubt Circe’s wiles were capable of changing humans to
horses, if she so wished. I suggest, therefore, another
type of Circe, which we might call ‘TrueCirce’ to
distinguish it from all the other types.” (John F. Ling,
Problem Observer XLV/5, Oct. 2016)

“Go right to the source and ask the horse / He’ll give
you the answer that you’ll endorse. / He’s always on a
steady course.” (Mister Ed, lyrics by Ray Evans and Jay
Livingston) The answer seems to be: a horse is a horse,
a swine, or a knight — of course.

This is not new conceptually. See e.g., Luce’s T210
in CPB-10, Dec. 2016, p.400 — grasshopper-mutant
circe: the captured piece returns where it should, but is
always reborn as a G. T210 has a C+ indication, which
probably means WinChloe (can the program also handle
S-only rebirths?). A generic form — rebirths to any
named piece exclusively — seems preferable anyway.
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C151

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8, 2016
(theme A1)

3rd Place

C152

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8, 2016
(theme A2)

2nd Place

%///%

/
/

C153

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8, 2016
(theme B1)

1st Place

C154

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8§, 2016
(theme B2)

lst Place

ser- h#71
extinction, circe

ser-h#6 1
extinction, circe

For a thrilling historical chronicle of the rollercoaster
ifaybish.com tourneys see CPB-11, April 2017, p.508.
(Cornel is a regular.) TT8 proposed four sections / con-
current real-time races where one had to compose the
longest series-movers conforming to certain require-
ments (stipulations, fairy conditions); a second category
in each section limited the units used in the diagram
position to 12.

C151 (Cornel Pacurar):

1.Ka2xal 10.Kh4-h5 (NB in extinction chess this is a
valid move, black is not in check: Qe8xKh5[+bKe8!]+)
21.Kb5xa4[+wSb1] 40.Kclxbl 60.Kb4xc3[+wRal]
71.Kh7-h6 Ral-h1#.

Theme A demanded the use of extinction chess (a
side is in check if threatened to lose the last of a type of
piece it owned in the diagram position; kings are just
regular pieces) + circe.

C152 (Cornel Pacurar):
1.Ka2xal 18.Kb5xa4[+wSbl] 34.Kclxbl
51.Kd4xc3[+wRal] 61.Kh6-h5 Ral-hl#.

A2 restricted theme A to 12 units. This is precisely
the technique Cornel used.

December 2017

pser -h!= 28
volcanic circe

pser h! 1 1
volcanic circe

C153 (Cornel Pacurar):

1.Kf7-f8 2.Bblxc2[+wPc2—-v] 3.Bc2-d1[+wPc2]
4.Bdlxe2[+wPe2—v] 5.Be2xfl[+wBfl-v][+wPe2]
6.BfIxg2[+wPg2—v][+wBfl] 7.Bg2-h3[+wPg2]
8.Bh3-g4 9.Bg4-h5 10.Bh5-g6 11.Bgbxh7[+wQd1]
12.Bh7-g6 13.Bg6-h5 14.Bh5-g4 15.Bg4-h3
16.Bh3xg2[+wPg2—v] 17.Bg2xfl1[+wBfl-v][+wPg2]
18.Bf1xe2[+wPe2—v][+wBf1]
19.Be2xd1[+wQd1—-v][+wPe2]
20.Bd1xc2[+wPc2—-v][+wQd1] 21.Bc2-a4[+wPc2]
22.Ba4-b5+ Kabxb5[+bBc8] 23.Bc8-a6+ Kb5-a4

24 Ba6-b5+ Ka4-b3 25.Bb5-ad4+ Kb3-a2 26.Bad-b3+
Ka2-bl 27.Bb3-a2+ Kbl-cl 28.Kf8-g7 g5-g6 !=.

Very original, and aesthetically quite pleasing. First,
one needs to bring the white queen back to d1, which
results in an interesting round-trip of the bishop with
many volcanic captures and rebirths. This must be done
without allowing white to untangle itself. After that, the
white king needs to be escorted to cl, resulting in a
great final stalemate position. (Itamar Faybish)

Theme B combined a variety of parry-series stip-
ulations with volcanic circe, and employed an elaborate
system of points awarded for significant volcanic
effects.

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

C154 (Cornel Pacurar):

1.Rb3xb2[+wPb2—v] 2.Rb2xd2[+wPd2—v][+wWPb2]+
Kf2-el 3.Rd2-e2[+wPd2] + Kel-dl

4 Re2xd2[+wPd2—v]+ Kd1-cl
5.Rd2xh2[+wBcl-v][+wPd2] 6.Rh2xd2[+wPd2—v]
7.Rd2-c2[+wPd2]+ Kcl-bl[+wBcl]
8.Rc2xb2[+wPb2—v]+ Kbl-al 9.Rb2-a2[+wPb2]+
Radxa2[+bRa8—v] 10.Bh8xb2[+wPb2—v]+
Ra2xb2[+bBf8] 11.b4-b3 Rb2-bl1[+wPb2] !=.

Well, yet another gem! Many interesting points, like
the necessity for the king to be at cl before black can
capture the bishop on h2, everything working to
perfection. Notice that the knight on a8 cannot move in
the end because it would uncover the black rook which
would check white! (Itamar Faybish)

C155

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8§, 2016
(theme D1)

1st Place

C156

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8§, 2016
(theme D2)

1st Place

ser-h=132
take&make,
vertical mirror circe

ser-h=91
take&make,
vertical mirror circe

C155 (Cornel Pacurar):
1.Kf8xt7-f8[+wPc2] 18.Kblxa2-al 36.Kf8xg7-gb
[+wRh1] 51.Kg2xhl-al 69.Kf8xg8-h7[+wBcl]
86.Kdl1xcl-a3[+wBfl] 106.Kg7xh6-g8[+wSbl]
123 . Kclxbl-a3[+wSgl] 132.Kh2-h1 Sg1-f3=.

Some amusing and efficient use of both conditions
together, like the capture of a rook, and immediately
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jumping to its rebirth place, thus truly capturing it! The
path of the black king is also quite unusual and
interesting — S-like instead of the more common D.
(Itamar Faybish)

Theme D blended take&make with vertical mirror
circe to provide relocations for both the capturing and
captured units.

C156 (Cornel Pacurar):

1.Ka3-a2 15.Kf8xg7-gb[+wRhl1] 26.Kg2xhl-al
40.Kf8xg8-h7[+wBcl] 53.Kdlxcl-a3[+wBf1]
69.Kg7xh6-g8[+wSb1] 82.Kclxbl-a3[+wSgl]
91.Kh2-h1l Sgl-f3=.

C157

Paul Raican,

Cornel Pacurar
ifaybish.com TT8§, 2016
(theme D2)

3rd Place
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vertical mirror circe

C157 (Paul Raican, Cornel Pacurar):
1.Kh3-h2 10.Ke6-f7 11.Kf7xg8-h6[+wSgl]
12.Kh6-g6 13.Kgbxf6-c3[+wBfl] 14.Kc3-d2
15.Kd2-el 16.Kelxf1-d3[+wBcl] 17.Kd3-c2
20.Kel-f1 21.Kflxgl-h3[+wSbl]
22.Kh3-h2 29.Kb3-a2 30.Ka2-al Sbl-c3=.

An elegant miniature with just four pieces, but plenty
of action. (Itamar Faybish)

December 2017

C158

Illo Krampis,

Adrian Storisteanu
feenschach 2014 (serials)
Mention

C159

Adrian Storisteanu
Israel Ring Tourney 2013
7th Honourable Mention
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pser-h#6 h#2 circe b)&c2—c3

C158 (Illo Krampis, Adrian Storisteanu):
1.Sg3+ Ke3 2.Sf5+ Kxe4 3.Sg3+ Ke5 4.Sf5+ Kxe6
5.5Sg3+ Ke7 6.Sc7 Sd6#.

Fiinfmal zieht der sSf5 nach g3 und wieder zuriick
nach f5, das ist eigentlich Langeweile pur. Da aber
natiirlich jeder Zug unterschiedlich motiviert ist, ist
diese Langeweile duBerst abwechslungsreich. Ein lusti-
ges zweieinhalbfaches Pendel, um den weilen Konig
durchzulassen — gelungene Erweiterung eines Hilfs-
matts. (Judges Hans Gruber and Thomas Marx)

C159 (Adrian Storisteanu):
a) 1.Rxh4(Bcl) Bb2 2.Rhxh1(Bf1) Bd3#;
b) 1.Rxh1(Bf1) Bd3 2.Rhxh4(Bcl) Bb2#.

Elegant mates (model) with the two wBs. It is tempt-
ing to use the two bRs for the captures, but one must
stay put to block a square. (Judge Paz Einat)

The non-blocking bR brings both wBs — via circe
rebirths — into play to build the mate net. The white
moves (Bb2, Bd3) are clearly exchanged between the
twins. But then one could (irreverently) call the entire
play here a partial, or fractional, exchange of moves —
by including the circe-return segment of the black
moves, specifically the underlined parts in the solution
below:

http://Bulletin.ChessProblems.ca

a) 1.Rxh4(Bcl) Bb2 %a A 2.Rhxh1(Bf1) Bd3#; %b B
b) 1.Rxh1(Bf1) Bd3 %b B 2.Rhxh4(Bcl) Bb2#. Ya A

Now one can advance this idea naturally to include as
early as the capture action itself and, obviously, the
rooks’ landing spots (all legitimate constituent parts of
black’s moves), though I'm not entirely sure how much
that constitutes — here’s just a rough estimate:

a) 1.Rxh4(Bcl) Bb2 %a A 2.Rhxh1(Bfl) Bd3#; %b B
b) 1.Rxh1(Bf1) Bd3 %b B 2.Rhxh4(Bcl) Bb2#. %a A
(Author)

C160 C161
Adrian Storisteanu Adrian Storisteanu
Springaren Summer Michael Grushko 60 JT,

Tourney 2016
9th Honourable Mention
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2015 (tanagras)
3rd Honourable Mention
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einstein, circe parrain
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C160 (Adrian Storisteanu):
1...e4xf5=S
2. Kg5-f4[+bPe4] Kd6-e6 3.e4-e3 SfSxe3=B+
4 Kf4-g5[+bPf4] switchback Be3xf4=R
5.Kg5-h5[+bPg4] Ke6-f5 6.Kh5-h4 Rf4xgd=Q#;
2.Kg5xf5[+bPeS5] Kd6-e7[+wSg6]
3.Kf5-e4 Sgbxe5=B 4.Ke4-f5[+bPf6] Be5Sxf6=R+
5.Kf5-g5[+bPg6] rundlauf Ke7-f7
6.Kg5-h6 Rfoxgo=0Q#.
Enkla ekomatter efter 4 vita slag av samma svarta B,
som steg for steg forvandlar B>S>L>T>D, plus 2 vita
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K-drag. Den vita kungens spel dr inte sérskilt
podngterat, men den svarta kungens drag &dr dtminstone
delvis tematiskt motiverade av att fa sB aterfodd pa
lamplig plats sa att vit kan fortsdtta sina kraftokande
slag. Kg5-f4 spelas bade for att fa sBf5 till e4 for vidare
befordran e3, och for att f4 Be3 till f4 nar Kg5 spelas;
Kf5-e4 spelas verkligen bara for att fa Be5 till f6. —
Forfattaren talar om “Rundlauf” i den andra I6sningen,
men det dr diskutabelt eftersom Kg5-f5-e4-5-g5 snarare
ar ett langt atertdg. Den fragan paverkar dock inte
beddomningen. (Judge Kjell Widlert)
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Echoes. BK back-and-forth manoeuvres for the circe-
parrain relocations of the bP (which, besides a brief
shielding stint, is just a sacrificial lamb in the end).
(Author)

Summer Tourney’s requirement was for both white
and black Ks to move in the same variation or solution.
The award was published in Springaren 142, December
2016.

C161 (Adrian Storisteanu):

1.Kbl-al 2.Kal<—Kdl 3.Kdl-c2 4.Kc2-b3
5.Kb3<—Kal 6.Pa2«<Pe2 7.e1S 8.Sel«>Sc4 9.Sc4-a3
10.Sa3-b1 11.Sbl+-Sel 12.Sel-c2 Sbl«<>Sc2#
(13.Kal<>Kb3??).

The Messigny condition is used for exchanges
between all like-piece pairs to resettle all five pieces on
board for the mate. (Judge Michael Grushko)

Closing date: May 31, 2015. Award published online
on Julia’s Fairies, December 20, 2016, and in Variantim
70, December 2016.

December 2017

C162 C163
Adrian Storisteanu Adrian Storisteanu
Phénix 2015 (tanagras) Die Schwalbe 2014

8th Honourable Mention
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h#7  2.1.1
= royal grasshopper (rG)

C162 (Adrian Storisteanu):

1.rGd1-d8 nGf2-a2 2.rGd8-d6 nPd7-d8=nB 3.nBd8-
aS! tempo nBa5-b6 4.rGd6-a6 nBb6-f2 5.rGab-al
nGa2-c2 6.nGc2-g2 nBf2-d4 7.nBd4-h8 nGb2-h2#;

1.0Pd7-d5 nGb2-g2 2.nPd5-d4 nGf2-h2 3.rGd1-d5
nGg2-c6 4.nPd4-d3 nGceb6-e4 5.nPd3-d2 nGh2-c2
6.nPd2-d1=nB nBd1-f3 7.nBf3-hl nGe4-b1#.

Une promotion du Pion neutre en Fou neutre, qui
occupe le coin pour donner mat est prévisible. Mais une
deuxieéme promotion sur le c6té opposé de 1’échiquier
est astucieuse. (Judge Paul Raican)

Asymmetrical solutions. The nP gets promoted by
white in the first solution, by black in the other. The
Problem Paradise theme, so coined by Chris Feather
(who probably originated it?!), also features a nP
promoting at both ends, to the same piece, in a series-
mover’s set play and solution — see feenschach 178
Oct.-Dec. 2009, p.126. (Author)

1st Honourable Mention
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ser-h#7

C163 (Adrian Storisteanu):

1.Qa5! 2.Ka2 3.Sb1 4.Rc2 5.Qd2 6.Rb2 7.Qc2 Gf7#.
Das ist ein strategisch sehr interessanter Serienziiger

und sollte selbst gelost werden, um ihn zu verstehen!

Schwarz braucht eine Deckung fiir b2, um das Matt

durch Gf7 zu erreichen. Das einfachste scheint zu sein,
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den sS nach c2 zu stellen, dann tauschen Konig und
Dame die Plitze, der Turm raumt die 2. Reihe und... der
wGf5 bleibt gefesselt! Also Selbstblock auf b2, und
daftir kommt nur der Turm in Frage, weil der Springer
das Matt auf c4 verhindern wiirde und die Dame von b2
aus Schach bietet. Das motiviert das sehr interessante
Rundlaufmanéver der schwarzen Dame in Verbindung
mit dem Zwischenstopp des antikritisch ziehenden
Turms. Obwohl nur einer hiipft, sind die Grashiipfer
sehr spezifisch eingesetzt und vermeiden nicht wenige
Nebenlosungen. (Judge Arno Tiingler)

The black queen self-pins on c2 through a hesitating
manoeuvre of the bR. A long adventurous journey for
the mundane itinerary bQa2 — c2. (Author)

Das ist sicher kein Rehmer, weil es ja in derselben
Richtung weitergeht, aber mit dem StoSdampfereffekt
beim kritischen Zug wirkt diese raffinierte Umgehung
mindestens ebenso paradox. (Manfred Rittirsch, as Die
Schwalbe solver)

C164

Adrian Storisteanu

Maridn KriZovensky 55 JT, 2016
(others)

3rd Prize

/%
/
_

% 7

a) add ¥ for a symmetrical position of
five guarded pieces with 55 moves

b) add @ for a position of
five unguarded pieces with 55 moves

C164 (Adrian Storisteanu):

a) There are 18 base positions (i.e., not counting the
usual rotations and reflections) of 5 guarded Qs with 55
available moves on a 5x5 board. Only one setting is
symmetrical.
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b) There is just one base position of unguarded K + 4Qs
that have a total of 55 possible moves on a 5x5 board.

i
{ /, o
/ _
oW
B
5x5 board — symmetrical position of

5 guarded pieces (QQQQQ) with
55 available moves

//%
.

a

~

9

'y @/
%’/ //
- /
5x5 board —

5 unguarded pieces (KQQQQ) with
55 available moves

b

~

Pitkové varidcie na slavny problém Osmich dam.
Trochu krkolomné dodatocné podmienky, ale vysledok
stoji za to. Len pri rieSeni musi byt clovek viac
matematikom, ako skladatelom. / Five-piece variations
of the famous eight-queens problem. A little uncommon
additional conditions, but the result is worth it. Al-
though to solve it one must be more of a mathematician
than a composer. (Judge Maridn KriZzovensky)

The wQ already provided in the diagram ensures a
unique solution, out of the possible rotated and reflected
settings in both twins. A term better than “guarded”,
commonly used in such construction tasks, might be
“observed” (especially in view of the presence of a K in
twin b). (Author)

Marian’s JT asked for anything with two Ss in it.
Closing date: April 4, 2016. Award distributed online
on June 29, 2017.

December 2017

Finally, and for the record, these originals from our
very own Bulletin were also honoured:
e T217. CPB 2014 Cornel Pacurar
5th Honourable Mention (see CPB-10, p.401)
e T178. CPB 2014 Cornel Pacurar
Commendation (see CPB-10 p.402)
e T223. CPB 2015 Cornel Pacurar
Honourable Mention (see CPB-12 p.549)
¢ E1. CPB 2014 Adrian Storisteanu
2nd Honourable Mention (see CPB-10 p.400)
e T255. CPB 2015 Adrian Storisteanu
Honourable Mention (see CPB-12 p.551)
e TBJ-3. CPB 2015 Adrian Storisteanu
Honourable Mention (see CPB-12 p.551).

On a less celebratory note, Charles points out that his
#3, 4th HM, Problemist Ukrajiny 14th TT, 2015 —
Recently Honoured C81, CPB-7, December 2015, p.237
— is completely anticipated (faithful vertical reflection)
by Eduard Petsch-Manskopf, 2718. Leipziger Illustrirte
Zeitung, June 1 1899.

The news led Charles to reflect on the mysteries
surrounding the (re)birth of ideas. His preliminary con-
clusion: “Anticipation can be hence viewed as a form of
Circe.”
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Counterpoint. Cornel took quite the risk when he
asked me to compile the current roll of recently recog-
nized compositions. Here we are, done, and with that
much page still left. So I thought I should put it to good
use and bring up the views, of some relevance here, of
two artists involved in (unrelated) creative domains.

For those who believe artistic compositions should
not really fight it out in tournaments, the following will
ring true. (The earlier horse mentions are incidental.)

My muse is not a horse and I am in no horse race and

if indeed she was, still I would not harness her to this

tumbrel — this bloody cart of severed heads and

glittering prizes.

— Nick Cave, in a letter rejecting his nomination for
an MTV award (cf. Shaun Usher’s Letters of Note)

Cave, almost 1996 Best Male Artist, felt it necessary
to indicate “to all those at MTV” that: “any awards or
nominations for such awards that may arise in later
years be presented to those who feel more comfortable
with the competitive nature of these award ceremonies.
I myself, do not. I have always been of the opinion that
my music is unique and individual and exists beyond the
realms inhabited by those who would reduce things to
mere measuring. [ am in competition with no one.

My relationship with my muse is a delicate one at the
best of times and I feel that it is my duty to protect her
from influences that may offend her fragile nature.

She comes to me with the gift of song and in return I
treat her with the respect I feel she deserves — in this
case this means not subjecting her to the indignities of
judgement and competition.”

In a similar — but more affable — vein, Leonard Cohen
in his speech on being awarded the 2011 Prince of
Asturias Award for Literature: “I had a sense of unease
because I've always felt some ambiguity about an award
for poetry. Poetry comes from a place that no one com-
mands, that no one conquers. So I feel somewhat like a
charlatan to accept an award for an activity which I do
not command.”

Just sayin” citin’.
as
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On June 19, 2017, Zoltan Sarosy died
peacefully from natural causes in his Toronto
seniors home on Bloor Street West, across
from High Park, just a couple of months
shy of his 111*" birthday. He was not only
Canada's oldest man, but also the oldest
chess master ever.

Born in Budapest, Hungary, on August
23 1906, Zoltan moved to Canada in the
early 1950s, arriving in Halifax and shortly
thereafter settling in Toronto. He won several
tournaments in Hungary in the 1930s and
gained the Hungarian chess master title
in 1943, after playing in the Hungarian
championship. In Canada, Zoltan was
national correspondence chess champion
in 1967, 1972 and 1981, was awarded the
IMC title in 1988 and was inducted into the
Canadian Chess Hall of Fame in 2006.

Zoltan played chess for almost 100 years,
bought his first computer to play chess at
age 95, and though he gave up chess at 107,
maintained a sharp mind, his interests, and
his sense of humor until the very end. The
black forest cake used to celebrate his 110th
birthday was, fittingly, decorated in the shape
of a chess board...

[Information sources: CTV News, CBC News,
ChessBase]

Zoltan Sarosy (August 23, 1906 — June 19, 2017)
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Zoltan Sarosy celebrated his 110" birthday on August 23, 2016, making him Canada’s oldest living man.

Credit: CTVNews, Toronto.
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